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Dear friends, 
 
One of our callings here at the Blawenburg church is to try and make sure that our 
Church’s ministry is reaching out beyond the walls of the sanctuary. 
 
In March, I’ll be leading a book study that will help us continue this work. We will 
read and discuss a book called Surprise the World by author Michael Frost. The 
book was suggested to me by a leader in our denomination who works specifically 
in church growth. I read this book this fall with some fellow ministers and church 
leaders, and I found it transformational in how I think about ministry. The book 
focuses on the nuts and bolts of blessing others in a way that can help point them 
towards a deeper relationship with God. The book also contains a lot of great ad-
vice about spiritual disciplines that can help to refresh and deepen our own sense of 
God’s presence and guidance in our lives. 
  
I am excited to read this book with members of our church. My hope is that the 
book, along with God’s inspiration, will help to propel us deeper into the work of 
extending the reach of God’s love to those who need it most. Details about the 
book study can be found here in the Beacon and coming up in the Friday eNews. 
  
We have tried a lot of different approaches to expanding our reach into the commu-
nity. We have been involved with more community activies, such as participating 
in Montgomery Fun Fest, Run with Rotary, and the local Fourth of July fireworks 
at the high school. Those events get us out in the community where people can 
learn about us. We have also hosted community events like interfaith prayer ser-
vices, vigils, and last year’s Blawenburg Community Festival. Those events al-
lowed us to host a diverse community on our campus. Over the past few years our 
preschool has adjusted and expanded its programming to better meet the needs of 
local families. A kindergarten program; early drop off; afternoon enrichment; and 
aftercare programs have made the school more accessible to more families and we 
have seen the school enrollment more than double since 2016. Meanwhile our 
church teams are working constantly to offer worship services that are inspirational 
and accessible. Our restoration work, which has included painting the sanctuary 
inside and out was, in part, an effort to make sure our church is as safe and wel-
coming as possible. This January I will also be starting a new outreach Bible study 
at Stonebridge. This study will, in a new way, extend the blessings of our ministry 
to our neighbors. 
  
I hope you will join the book study this March, and even if you aren’t able to join 
the discussions, I would encourage you to read the book on your own. My prayer is 
that with God’s help we will grow deeper in our faith in 2023! 

From Pastor Jeff 
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Special Interest 
 

Blawenburg Beacon  
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Blawenburg Church  

424 Route 518  

Skillman, NJ 08558  
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P.O. Box 266 Blawenburg, NJ 
08504  

 

609.466.1832  

 

blawenburgchurch.org 
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Pastor 

Rev. Jeff Knol 

  

VP of Consistory  

Barbara Antoniewicz 

 

Administrative Assistant 
& Beacon Publisher  

Barbara Reid 

  

Beacon Editor  

Barbara Pavlicek  

 OFFICE HOURS  

Monday - 8:00am - 4:00pm 
Tuesday - 7:30am - 9:30am 
Wednesday - 8:00am - 1:00pm 
Thursday - 8:00am - 1:00pm 
Friday - 8:30am - 12:30pm 

Lenten Book Study – Surprise the World, by Michael Frost 

Led by Pastor Jeff 

Begins Thursday, March 2 

Surprise the World focuses on developing spiritual practices that can help 

us point others to a deeper relationship with God. It is an easy read and full 

of rich and inspiring content. Pastor Jeff read this book with a group of pas-

tors this fall and is excited to share it with our congregation. Even if you 

don’t feel called to evangelism or “making disciples” you will find that 

there is a lot to learn.  

The group will meet on four consecutive Thursdays, beginning March 2, 

from 2:00-3:00pm in Cook Hall. You do not need to attend all of the ses-

sions in order to take part. 

Schedule:                                                                                                                                                                     
March 2 – Introduction, Chapters 1 & 2 – Questionable Lives and New 
Habits                                                                                                                                                

March 9 – Chapters 3 & 4 – Bless and Eat                                                                                                        
March 16 – Chapters 5 & 6 – Listen and Learn                                                                                 
March 23 – Chapters 7 & 8 - Journal and Accountability 

If you plan to attend, please let Barb in the office know 

so that we can get a better sense of where in Cook Hall 
we will meet.  

office@blawenburgchurch.org or 609.466.1832 

 

Our Mission Statement  

The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s people 

united in Christ through the Holy Spirit.  

We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning, serving those in 

need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ.  
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Worship 

 

  

Worship Schedule 

January 29 - Restoring the Outcast - Mark 1:40-45; 2:13-17 (Prayer  W/ Hands - After Worship)  
February 5 - Dealing with Sin - Mark 2:1-12 (Communion)  
February 12 - Dealing with Death - Luke 7:11-23  
February 19 - Transfiguration - Matthew 17:1-13 
February 22 - Ash Wednesday - Mark 8:34-38  

All Saints’ Day - November 6 

 

 

Laying On of Hands Service - November 20                                                

Prayers for gratefulness, concerns, thanksgivings,  illnesses, etc. 

Olivia and Peggy lighting candles for 

their personal saints. 
Lit candles for the saints who came 

before us. 

 

Lee Bekir 

 

Princess Lewis 

 

Angie Rebert 

 

Bala Krishnan 

Laura Warren Dave Cochran Jeff Knol 
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Worship—continued 

 

The Season of Advent 

Jamie, Margot and Charlotte                      

light the Candle of Hope. 

Paul lights the Candle of Peace. 

Andrea lights the Candle of Joy. 

Vineetha and Anika light the Candle 

of Love. 

A congregation of “children”, young 

and old. 

Barb and Pastor Jeff led the carols. 

Our children experienced the wonder  

of Christmas. 

Go Tell it on the Mountain is the 

children’s favorite. 

Christmas Eve - 4:00pm Family Service 
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Worship—continued 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Katie’s prelude included the 

bells. 

Akemi, Marie, and Yuri light the 

Christ candle. Shawn reads from the Book 

of Isaiah. 

Anika reads from the Book of Luke. The choir offers a lovely anthem. 

Sam’s solo is beautiful. 

Pastor Jeff delivers the Christmas 

message. 

The congregation sings Silent Night 

by candlelight. 

The congregation stands to 

sing a carol. 
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Worship—continued 

The choir offers an anthem during Advent. 

Come, for all things are now 

ready. 
Pastor Jeff serves communion. 

The sanctuary is ready for the season 

of Advent. 

A beautiful basket full of fall 

flowers 

A festive display at Thanksgiving. 
The holly arrangement at Christmas 

time was  lovely. 

Worship Throughout the Fall and Early Winter 

Classis Minister, Dawn Alpaugh,                          

preaches on January 1. 
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Celebrations 

Birthdays 
January 
  8  Brian Van Liew 
  9  Jim Eberly 
       Alan Taback 
17  Linnea Eberly 
      Katherine Smith 
20  Hilde Cavanaugh      
25  Jim Beachell  
27  Charlotte Malpeso 
29  Catherine Murphy 
31 Hilde Lewis 
 

February 
   2  Elaine Zeltner 
   6  Sonya Hunt 
 10  Lisa White 
 11  Emma Tufano 
 18  Gina Williams 
 22  Keith Sickafoose 
 28  Elmi Hill 
        Barb Reid 
 

March 
   7  Tad Woolley 
   8  Katie Connolly 
   9  Reed Bekir        
 12  Colby White 
 13  Eleni Chatzidaki 
 14  Ava Bradsell 
 18  Clare Schmidt 
 19  Joe Pavlicek 
 20  Allison Clancy 
 24  Cheryl Soos 
 29  Dot Dorey 
 

April 
   1  LaFerne Keller 
   2  Doug Hill 
 27  Lori Bradsell 
 

 

 

 

 

We honor Jean Beachell for her service as Church Treasurer. 

Pastor Jeff recognized Jean for a 

job incredibly well done. 

Barb relayed funny stories, and then 

became serious or a moment, as she 

expressed her gratitude to Jean. 

Peggy and Jean - two very close 

friends. 

The Cake                                                                                 

Complete with dollar bills and dollar signs 

Gracie and Ronell stop to 

pose for a lovely picture. 

Melissa and Maxwell 

are in line for lunch. 

Jamie, Margot, and Jeff 

are ready to help cut the 

cake.  
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Fellowship 

Men’s Breakfast 

Lee Bekir 

Those who enjoy breakfast…                                  

(Keith, Alan, Jeff, Dave, Lee, Joe) 

...and those who make it happen                                   

(Barb and Nancy) 

Good food and good conversation Nancy serves Alan his birthday cupcake. Alan blows out his candle as the 

guys wish him a happy birthday. 

The Men’s Breakfast is a time to get together with good company while catching up on what's happening, not 

only at BRC, but in each other's lives as well. It is an opportunity to connect with other members of the com-

munity. If you’ve never attended, please come by to share and learn about just about anything. Though we 

talk about “almost” anything, there is never any pressure to participate.  

While some jokes may be cheesy, the coffee is strong, the bacon is crispy, the sausages are plump, and the 

eggs are cooked to perfection 

Come hungry, leave happy, and maybe a little bit more informed about what's happening in the church com-
munity. 
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Fellowship—continued 

Caring 

Cookies for Our Troops 

Fellowship Time after Church 

Laura, Angie, Ophelia, 

Alan 
The children play a game at 

fellowship hour. 
Ellen, Ronell, Barb P, Bernice, 

Laura, Angie, Ophelia 

When asked by Rev. Dave Kahler, our friend and neighbor, and wing chaplain at McGuire - Dix - Lakehurst 

military base, to provide 50 bags of cookies for his unit, a group of women at our church stepped up. Twenty 

five dozen delicious cookies were baked, packaged, and made ready for pick up.  Dave stopped by the church 

on January 11 on his way to the base to pick them up. 

We expressed our thanks to the 

troops with a note. 

Special thanks to Gracie 

(pictured here) and Barb P for 

bagging them all. 

Three hundred cookies 

bagged and ready to go. 

Barb and Nancy send Dave off with 

50 bags of cookies. 

Dave Kahler and his unit. The smiles                                         

on their faces say it all. 
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Blawenburg Village School 

Blawenburg Village School 
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504  

609-466-6600 

info@blawenburgvillageschool.com 

 

December was a very busy month at Blawenburg Village School. We started the month by 
learning about various holidays around the world.  We visited Greece, Africa, Israel, Ita-
ly, and Germany. The Christmas season then officially began as we all traveled to Bethle-
hem during our concerts. Due to the size of our enrollment, we had two separate Christ-
mas pageants on December 16, in which all BVS students participated and were enjoyed 
by their family and friends. Our final week before Christmas break consisted of many fun 
activities. We wore ugly sweaters, jumped into the Christmas spirit, and had a cookie 
swap. This exciting week ended with a schoolwide pajama party and a visit from Santa 
Claus himself!   

On January 13, our students had a winter fest celebration, where we read a story, made a 
craft, and enjoyed some “winter s’mores”. The following week, on January 20, China was 
at the forefront, as we learned about and engaged in Chinese New Year festivities. What 
an exciting January we had! 

Enrollment for the 2023-2024 school year and summer camp is in full swing.  Classes will 
be available for children ages two to six. We held a closed enrollment for current BVS 
students and BRC members that ended on January 20. Open enrollment is now in full 
swing. If you or anyone that you know may be interested in our school, please contact 
BVS. Enrollment is limited, so please call (609-466-6600) or email 
(awright@blawenburgvillageschool.com) for more information about our programs or to 
schedule a tour. 

mailto:awright@blawenburgvillageschool.com
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Missions 

December 2022 

Dear friends, 

Lumela! Thank you dear ones for all the ways you have supported my work and ministry for the benefit of orphaned 
and vulnerable children in Botshabelo, South Africa. As we joyfully close the month when we celebrate adoptions, I 

offer Peter’s story. This is just one of many stories of children adopted by their family members through Setshabelo’s 
Kinship Foster Care and adoption work. 

Peter Thami Tsomile had a stroke at age four, which left him with a physical disability. His biological mother, unable 
to provide for his special needs and pregnant with another child, abandoned him at an informal settlement. Peter’s bi-
ological father died in a car accident in 2015. Peter was then adopted by his paternal grandmother. 

 

Ms. Mmabatho Sarah Thamae, Peter’s paternal grandmother, works as a domestic worker and earns a salary of R3000 

[176.50 USD] a month. She has been taking care of Peter since he was abandoned by his birth mother. Wanting to pro-

vide a permanent loving home for her grandson, she applied to adopt Peter. She contacted a social worker from SFCS 

who conducted a home study, prepared all relevant assessments, and presented the adoption case to the court, which 

was subsequently approved.   

Peter is now 13 years old and his left limbs are not fully functional. His speech and body movements are affected by 

the stroke as well as his cognitive functioning, making it difficult for him to cope in a mainstream school.  

                                                          continued 
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Missions—continued 

 

 

Peter’s road ahead is a difficult one but he will always have his grandmother by his side giving him the love and 

warmth necessary to heal his trauma. Instead of dreaming of a forever family like others who have been orphaned 

in Botshabelo, he dreams of someday becoming a lawyer and a DJ. 

Strong kinship ties can be crucial to the development and good health of children. The social workers at Setshabelo 

Family and Child Services work hard to locate, train, and license safe and loving family members so orphaned chil-

dren can have continuity as well as permanency within their own families when possible. 

 

Kinship Statistics for 2022 

•    10 Kinship Adoptions from Foster Care 

•    10 Completed Home Studies for Kinship Placements 

•    9 Kinship Families with Intent to Adopt 

•    13 Kinship Adoptions Finalized 

•    0 Disruptions in Kinship Placements   

As always, I invite you to continue to participate with God, RCA Global Mission, and SFCS in Prayer.  

 

Prayer 

Loving God, please open the hearts and homes of biological families to kinship adoptions. Use them to heal the 

wounds of separation, loss, and trauma in the lives of orphaned children in Botshabelo, South Africa. Help mothers 

and fathers who have felt helpless enough to abandon their children to look to you as their source of help, hope, and 

reconciliation in your time. Thank you for Setshabelo Family and Child Services whom you have entrusted to do the 

faithful work of placing orphaned children in loving families. May your name be glorified. Amen. 

 

Continue to pray for: 

•    The SFCS staff and their families 

•    Local churches in South Africa and North America  

•    Healing and wholeness for South Africa 

 

Sala Hantle (Be Well in Sesotho), 

Rev. Dr. Denise Kingdom Grier, RCA Global Mission          

Angie and Sonya assembled all of the gifts  

the women of our church donated to the Good 

News Home in Flemington. They included 

hand-knitted head scarves (called scoodies), as 

well as other much-needed items. Angie 

teaches a weekly 12-step program for women 

dealing with addictions. 
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Events 

 

 

Weekend Journey Through the Past 

Organ Recital - October 9 

Sinterklaas - December 10 
 
Thanks to all who helped make Sinterklaas ‘22 a success. We have sent $1335.00 to CROP to feed the hungry 
and will use over $4200.00 to support the restoration of the church properties. 
 

Katie delighted us with an organ recital during Journey Through the Past weekend. With 

great skill, she showed off our newly refurbished organ. 

Gracie and Jessie. Two hard working, 

but happy, volunteers. 

Pastor Jeff led us in prayer 

before we opened our doors. 
Elmi, Alan, and Bala took a moment to pose for a 

picture. Bala remained cheerful despite standing out-

side in the cold for hours to direct traffic! 

Now that’s a lot of soup!  333 

pints, to be exact! 
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Events—continued 

 

Sinterklaas—continued 

The Soup Guy looks pooped! 

Mother and daughter team work 

well together. 

The ladies at the baked goods table                    

enjoyed a chat with Lisa Hunt. 

Peggy and Cheryl made a 

good team. 

Barb and her bags help to raise 

money for CROP. 
The Craft Booth Crew                                           

Anne, Bernice, Katherine, Pam, Hilde 

The Soup Guy and his crew                                   

Jesse, Barb, Pete, Dave (the SG) 

The cheerful ladies at the baked 

goods table - Nancy, Barb, Evelyn 

Sonya visits with old friends.                                            

Rev. Frank Villerius (former interim                       

pastor at BRC) and Mary 
The Scouts braved the cold 

as they sold wreaths. 

The event brought in                            

quite a crowd. 

Shoppers pored over the 

beautiful crafts. 


