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       September 24, 2021 

Dear Friends of Jesus Christ,  
 

It is so good to be back with you. As I write this, I am starting my fourth week back 
to ministry following my summer sabbath rest.  

I want to begin by thanking everyone who stepped up and stepped in to fill the gaps 
left by my absence. As we all predicted, Nancy Curtis did a fantastic job filling in for 
me in the pulpit and during our Tuesday Bible study. Barb Reid took up the slack in 
the office and made sure all the trains ran on time all summer long. She along with 
many other volunteers made sure the sanctuary was ready for worship each Sunday. 
Mark Smith and Linnea Eberly made sure our worship services were accessible to 
everyone – even those who needed to worship remotely. Barb Pavlicek and the mis-
sion team continued the mission work of the church. And, of course, last but certainly 
not least, Peggy and Alan Querec, Eric Perkins, Gracie Johnson, and Jean Beachell, 
along with the properties team accomplished great things including several renova-
tions in the parsonage and the repair and painting of the exterior of the sanctuary.  

I came home in late August to a church that was firing on all cylinders! While I was 
away, I, too was busy with my own work of rest and rejuvenation.  

As many of you may know, I was initially supposed to take my sabbatical in the sum-
mer of 2020, which marked my seventh year of ministry, and the recommended time 
for a minister to take a sabbatical. Of course, those plans were postponed due to 
Covid-19. Instead, my family and I went away to West Michigan this past summer 
starting after the second Sunday in June and stretching until the end of August. Due 
to the pandemic, our Classis leaders advocated that I focus more on rest than on 
study. Together with the leaders of the Blawenburg and Griggstown churches, my 
family and I planned on my reading part-time during our time away.  

Over the summer we stayed in several different living arrangements. For a few weeks 
we were at my parents’ cottage in Newaygo, Michigan. For three weeks we stayed in 
a home lent to us by a professor and her husband who were away for the summer. We 
traveled for one week in Northern Michigan and for the rest of the time we stayed in a 
home we rented in Grand Rapids. We did a lot of moving, but everything worked out 
very well and everywhere we stayed we were close to family and friends.  

Here is an example of a typical day for our family during the time of sabbath rest. I 
would wake up early and head to the gym that I joined for the summer. I would work 
out for an hour or so trying to undo some of the loss of strength and endurance caused 
by the pandemic. I would return home around 7:15am and have breakfast with Jamie 
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From Pastor Jeff—continued 

and the girls. I would then walk to the local coffee shop, where I would read and write until lunch. During this time, 
Jamie and the girls would meet up with Jamie’s sister or have a play date with friends like Kate and her daughters, who 
are the same age as Margot and Winnie. After lunch, Jamie and the girls and I would spend the afternoon together, visit-
ing parks like Fallasburg Park, running errands, or visiting with family or friends. The night would end with dinner, 
bath, and bed for the girls, and in the evening, Jamie and I would host friends and family, or get a babysitter and meet 
friends and family out at a favorite restaurant, or just spend a quiet night in together reading or watching television. 

One of the books that I was most excited to read during my study time was The Trinity and the Kingdom by Reformed 
Theologian Jurgen Moltmann. In this book Moltmann explains how God is revealed to us as a Trinitarian God and a 
God who is willing and able to know our struggles and our pain. Only in this way can God really and truly love us! The 
book is very good, but also very challenging and it was a blessing to have the time to carefully read it cover to cover.  

Another highlight of the summer was a reunion with my college friends. I lived with seven other Calvin students 
(including my twin brother) back in 2006-2008. All eight of us hadn’t been back together since graduation. At the end 
of July everyone traveled to West Michigan to spend a weekend together at my parents’ cottage. The guys came in from 
Alaska, California, Texas, North Carolina, Washington DC, two from Michigan, and me from New Jersey. We played 
four-on-four beach volleyball and my team won both best-of-five tournaments. It was a blast seeing my old friends and 
catching up on their lives.  

While in West Michigan we worshiped at Trinity Reformed Church in Grand Rapids. I did my first church internship 
there back in 2010. It was a blessing to be able to worship as a congregant, rather than a leader. Their pastors (a married 
couple) were also on sabbatical and I was inspired by the preaching of student pastor Luke Harkema, a student at West-
ern Seminary (one of our RCA seminaries in Holland, Michigan). Luke did an excellent job throughout the summer ap-
plying the message of his scripture passages to the very real issues facing people in his church’s community.  

All in all the summer of sabbath rest was all that I hoped it would be. I had ample time to rest in body and in spirit. I 
was thrilled to have dedicated time to read and grow in my understanding of God and scripture. My family and I had 
wonderful opportunities for quality time together and to make lasting memories. Beyond my nuclear family, we were 
blessed to see and spend time with grandparents, uncles, aunts, cousins, extended family, and beloved friends. I ate way 
too much ice cream, and burgers, and french fries, but I also got to work out and come home feeling stronger and 
healthier than when I left. I trust that my rest and reading will serve all of us well as I continue, with God’s help, to do 
my best to lead our church in the challenging year to come.  

It is wonderful to be back with you. I give thanks to God for my work and my calling with you all here in Blawenburg. 
My prayer is that God will continue to give us peace and to motivate us in our ministries together.   

 
Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                                             

Pastor Jeff 
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Events 

 
Sinterklaas  
Saturday, December 11, 2021 

9:00am—2:00pm 

Blawenburg Church 

Cook Hall downstairs 
 

Homemade Soups & Baked Goods, Crafts, White Elephant 

Covid-sensitive:  masks required, no food or drinks 
 

Sign up to help: sinterklaas@gmail.com 

Help needed: booth workers, soup-makers/bakers, clean up 

 

 

 

 

CROP Walk—October 17 
We will have a CROP Walk delegation from BRC if someone (or two) will volunteer to be our 

team leader. We can offer help, but we need a leader to cheer us on and lead the way. Are you 

that person? You have seen the ad in our eNews for three weeks. It is a commitment for a lim-

ited-time. So if you are that person who cannot take on a full-year commitment, this service to 

the church would be perfect for you. We are looking forward to walking together and sharing 

in the effort to raise money to help alleviate hunger. Call Barb Pavlicek at 609-683-5523 or the 

church office at 609-466-1832 with your acceptance.   

mailto:sinterklaas@gmail.com
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Of Special Interest 
 

Blawenburg Beacon  
A publication of  

Blawenburg Church  

424 Route 518  

Skillman, NJ 08558  

 

Mailing Address  

P.O. Box 266 Blawenburg, NJ 
08504  

 

609.466.1832  

 

blawenburgchurch.org 

Facebook.com/Blawenburg 
Church  

 

Pastor 

Rev. Jeff Knol 

  

VP of Consistory  

Peggy Querec 

 

Administrative Assistant 
& Beacon Publisher  

Barbara Reid 

  

Beacon Editor  

Barbara Pavlicek  

OFFICE HOURS  

Mon., Wed., Thurs.— 

8:30am -1:00pm  

Tues.—8:30am - 10:00am  

Fri.—8:30am - 10:30am 

New Consistory Members             

Ordained and Installed 

Barb Pavlicek is installed into 

the office of Deacon 

Mark Smith is ordained and 

installed into the office of 

Elder. 

Pastor Jeff explains the roles of the 

Deacons and  the Elders 

 

Care 

 

A lovely note from Gracie: 
 
Jotham and I would like to thank our church family for all the caring we 
received after his surgery last month - meals, soups, desserts, flowers, 
calls and cards! We are so very grateful for our loving and thoughtful 
community here. It is very humbling to be on the receiving end of this 
caring. We feel very fortunate. Thank you all! 
 
Gracie 
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Worship 

Our Mission Statement  

The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s 

people united in Christ through the Holy Spirit.  

We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning, serv-

ing those in need, and proclaiming the good news of salvation in Jesus 

Christ.  

Jeff and Barb R lead us in hymns when 

singing outside was our best option. 
Eric and Sue check in with Barb R. Bernice, Nancy, and Mark enjoy a 

moment before the service begins. 

Jeff and Barb A. lead us in 

hymns on their guitars. 
Mark at the helm of the 

Zoom service. 

Pastor Jeff back in the pulpit in May after 

many months of worshiping only remotely. 

Nancy is in the pulpit for 

the summer. 

The choir was delighted to be back to 

sing Be Not Afraid. 

Eric Plutz was our guest 

organist on July 18. 

 Step by step, we returned to in-person worship. 
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Worship—continued 

 

Giles Crane, Jeni Sutti and Katie Connolly 

shared beautiful music of Vivaldi during the 

service. 

Eleni is our new Head Usher. 

Chip will lend his support. 

Linnea very capably oversees the Zoom 

service. And she does it with a smile! 

  Mark and Nancy - a very good team. 
On behalf of the congregation, Mark thanks 

Nancy on her last day in the pulpit. 

At the beginning of September, Pastor Jeff returned to “the fold”.                                        

He leads us in prayer and in song. 
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Worship—continued 

 

A Beautifully Refurbished Pulpit Bible 
For over 60 years, the same Bible occupied a place in our pulpit. Like most things of that age, it experienced a 

lot of wear and tear and was in need of repair. We have Barb Antoniewicz for this beautiful “new” Bible. She 

did research, found the best company, (Bethel Book Bindery, of Tuckerton, NJ), and she and Pete even deliv-

ered the Bible to the bindery and picked it up when it was done. The time and the care that she put into this 

project are obvious, and we thank her from the bottoms of our hearts. 

Jean Beachell’s Beautiful Flowers 
The lovely flowers that adorn our sanctuary each week are the result of Jean’s handiwork. Do you ever wonder 

where all of the flowers come from? As you can see from the center picture below, sometimes they come from 

a neighbor’s garden! 

A 60-year-old Bible in need of much repair. 

A 60-year-old Bible that looks brand new. 
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Celebrations 

New Members 
We welcomed new members into our church on May 30. In addition to Lee Bekir 

and Eleni Chatzidaki (pictured below)  Paul and Melissa Blodgett,  Sharon Stevens, 

and Keith Sickafoose became members. 

Happy Birthday, Diana 

Birthdays 

September 

  8  Peggy Querec 

  9  Cindy Henyon 

12 Samantha Schwartz 

15  Ginny Doremus 

      Jotham Johnson 

25  David Curtis 

28  Jean Beachell 

October 

   2 Maxwell Blodgett 

   3 Flora Blodgett 

14  Mimi Coffey 

19 Josh Schwartz 

23  Evelyn Cochran 

25  Jeff Knol 

November 

  2  Carolyn Smith 

  4  Vineetha Prince 

      Yuri Pugliese 

  8  Celeste Blodgett 

      Jim Corio 

      Shirley Wang 

12  Jamie Knol 

15  Anika Prince 

      Marie Pugliese 

16  Margot Knol 

22  Gracie Johnson 

24  Wendy Herbert 

25  Sam Prince  

30  Winnie Knol 

December 

  2  Barb Antoniewicz 

23  TJ Van Liew 

25  Melody Benbow      

28  Morgan Van Liew 

29  Emma Murphy 

31  Barb Pavlicek 

 

Two of our newest members-Lee and Eleni A celebration cake 

Hilde and Diana visit before lunch. Barb, Pam, and Katherine 

Diana, Bernice, and Barb Hilde presents Diana with a delicious birthday pie. 

Sonya, Gracie, and Hilde 
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Blawenburg Village School 

 

BVS, aptly known as “Blawenburg’s Hidden Gem” is back in session as another school year begins.  
 
Sixty two students, from age two through Kindergarten, are enrolled this year; and they are in the hands of 
nine capable staff members, with Director Angela Wright at the helm.  
 
Following our October 10 worship service, Angela will be on hand to give a tour of the school. Please 
don’t miss this opportunity to see the school campus and learn about this wonderful service to the littlest 
members of our community. This will also be the perfect time to thank Angela for her dedication and hard 
work. We are so blessed to have her in our midst! 

BVS Director, Angela Wright 
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Missions 

Update from Denise Kingdom Grier 

August 2021 
Dear Friends, 
 
Lumela. Greetings in the name of our Sovereign Lord. Thanks to God and to you, Ikwezi is going to Durban 

to join her loving adoptive family. Thanks to the hard work done by our staff and colleagues at Setshabelo 
Family and Child Services (SFCS), Ikwezi, whose Sesotho name translates to “the moon” in English, has been 
placed with one of the patient families who have been working with SFCS to adopt a child in the midst of a 

pandemic. COVID-19 has made it difficult for our staff to engage in adoption assessments and home visits at 
the rigor they would like, since none of them have been offered the vaccine yet.  
 

Nevertheless, they continue to engage over 200 individuals per month with family preservation efforts, like 
parenting groups, men’s support groups, and other education opportunities. They continue to be planted at the 
local police station attending to the victims of Gender-Based Violence who present for help. SFCS under-

stands that, in order to place children in loving families, prevention and education is as essential as foster care 
adoptive placement.  

Let us thank God that this little moon shines on in the darkness. She is a witness to how God uses all of us to 

bring loving family and orphaned children into one home, together forever.  

 

Serving together, 

Denise Kingdom Grier  
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Missions 

 

Missions Donations - February—July, 2021 
 

February $500.00  Montgomery Food Pantry—located on Sunset Road; has   
     provided for the food needs of over 70 families with the in-person  
     pantry or gift cards; can assist with grocery delivery or   
     transportation for homebound senior residents    
     (recreation.montgomery.nj.us) 
  $500.00  Share My Meals—a non-profit organization run by volunteers                                                      
     that aims to fight food insecurity and food waste in the Princeton 
     area (sharemymeals.org) 
  $500.00  Food Bank Network of Somerset County—distributes food and 
                                      other basic human needs to the less fortunate in Somerset County. 
                                                            There are three pantries located in Somerville, Bound Brook, and 
                                                            North Plainfield, and a warehouse in Bridgewater. 
                                                            (somersetfoodbank.org) 
                         $500.00  S.H.I.P.--Samaritan Homeless Interim Program, a private, not-for- 
     profit corporation providing interim housing and associated  
     services for the homeless and working poor of the Somerset  
     County Region (www.SHIP908.com) 
March  $500.00  North Texas Food Bank—a social benefit organization located in  
     Plano, TX. It distributes donated, purchased and prepared foods  
     through a network of nearly 1,000 feeding programs . . . in 13  
     North Texas counties.  (ntfb.org) 
  $277.00  Montgomery Food Pantry-- from Valentine Soup and Craft Sale 
  $100.00  Montgomery Food Pantry-- from Valentine Soup and Craft Sale 
April          $1,675.00  Setshabelo Family and Child Services--South Africa Global  
     Mission, ¼ Partner-in-Mission share 
May  $400.00  S.H.I.P. 
  $400.00  Montgomery Food Pantry 
  $300.00  Camp Warwick – With a shortfall of funds during the pandemic  
     year, this donation will assist with the camping program this  
     summer. The Warwick Conference Center and camp are owned  
     and operated by the Synods of Mid-Atlantics and New York of the  
     RCA. (campwarwick.org) 
  $800.00  RCA:World Renew—Headquartered in Grand Rapids, World  
     Renew partners with Christian churches to help people develop  
     and enact their Christian perspective on poverty, hunger, and  
     justice. This donation was designated to help with the Covid crisis  
     in India. (worldrenew.net) 
  $200.00  Bessie Green Community (Newark, NJ)--This traditional soup  
     kitchen was unable to remain open so they found creative ways to  
     help feed their neighbors.  (bessiegreen.org) 
June  $500.00  Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity--This donation was given  
     to help replenish the stolen building materials at the Montgomery  
     Twp. site on Willow Road. (raritanvalleyhabitatforhumanity.org) 
July          $1,000.00  T.A.S.K.--Trenton Area Soup Kitchen—TASK's mission is to feed 
     those who are hungry and offer programs to encourage self-  
     sufficiency and improve quality of life. (trentonsoupkitchen.org) 
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Missions—continued 

S.H.I.P 
During the time of the Covid 19 lockdown, the Missions Team and BRC volunteers continued our church's commitment 

to provide lunch for the Samaritan Homeless Interim Program in Somerville. In any month with five Tuesdays, BRC 

made and delivered 60 brown bag lunches to SHIP's headquarters on East High Street.  In August, Griggstown Re-

formed Church volunteers joined us and provided the desserts to complete our hot meal of sausage and pepper sand-

wiches.  The Missions Team thanks everyone who took part and helped with the preparation, delivery, and serving of 

the lunches. 

Church World Service Kits 
 
After a very difficult year, CWS is happy to fully be back in the service of accepting and sharing our school and 
health kits with communities that are fleeing violence and harsh climates, rebuilding after a disaster, have children 
who lack a washcloth or toothbrush, or who worry about getting supplies for school. We are happy, too, finally to be 
able to fill the school bags sewn in 2019 by members of our congregation and to fill the quart-sized bags with much 
needed health items. In all, we filled 17 school kits and 13 health kits. Again, thank you to everyone who made this 
possible. 

Evelyn Cochran constructs turkey 

sandwiches for the bag lunches. 
Volunteers from BRC and GRC 

work together in the SHIP galley 

to prepare delicious sausage, 

pepper, and onion sandwiches. 

 

 

 

From process to finished product. Barb holds up two completed 

health kits. 

From beginning to end, the school kits come together. Another 

Barb displays the school kits. 
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Campus Care 

The Church Gets a Facelift 
In late July, Project SOS (Save our Steeple/Sanctuary), began with the repair, preparation, and painting of the 

exterior of our church and steeple by J.G. Nasile Painting Company of Trenton. They did a wonderful job, all 

the while being extremely respectful of our historic building. We owe an enormous debt of gratitude to our 

project leader, Peggy Querec, who oversaw the undertaking from beginning to end.  

 

  

  
 

  

The first step is to scrape... ...and then the painting began. A steeple desperately in 

need of  work. 

The painters took great care (and great pride) in painting the dome. 

Alan Querec and Gary Eversen 

finished the job by replacing the 

steeple molding. 

A stunning place of worship 
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Leisure 

A Book Review, by Bernice VanNostrand 
 

Charles Martin writes strange but beautiful books. A favorite of mine is Long Way Gone. It is  the story of 
a tent preacher's son who runs off to Nashville with his father's cash and favorite guitar. He learns hard 
lessons in Nashville. He eventually gives up his dream and returns home. Is it a happy ending or a realis-
tic one? You will find yourself going back to see if you missed something. I read it three times and loved 
it every time.    
 

If you like this one, try Wrapped in Rain, also by Charles Martin. 

The Querecs Share Their Summer Vacation 

Olivia at the Grand Canyon. Olivia and Jack at one of the 

saloons in Tombstone, AZ. 
On the Pink Jeep Tour in Sedona                      

Alan, Peggy, Sara, Ethan, Olivia, Jack 

Canyonlands National Park in Utah 
Arches National Park near Moab, Utah         

Alan and Peggy on the Windows Trail. 


