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                         Summer  2020

         June 5, 2020 
Dear Friends, 
 
Our church’s leadership, the Consistory, has recently decided that given all the dan-
gers, limitations, and challenges associated with gathering for in-person worship, we 
will not be offering in-person worship this summer. For the months of June, July, and 
August our worship services will be available through Zoom and Facebook live, and 
my sermons will continue to be released as recordings on our church’s website. 
Throughout the summer we will be looking ahead to the fall and prayerfully consider-
ing how it is best and most faithful for our church to offer opportunities for fellow-
ship and worship. 
  
We understand that this is sad and difficult news. Many of you have shared with me 
your appreciation for our remote worship services and the work and care that goes 
into producing them. Many of you have also lamented with me about what we have 
lost from our experience of worship. I know that these remote services are not every-
thing that we desire for worship. We miss gathering in our sanctuary and being to-
gether on our beautiful church campus. We miss congregational singing. We miss the 
offerings that our choirs used to give. We dearly miss our fellowship and the benefits 
of being physically together in community. We miss the architecture of our faith - the 
sanctuaries where we have sensed God’s near presence, where we have sung and 
prayed with generations of God’s saints, where we have celebrated milestones and 
mourned the loss of loved ones.  Worshiping through the digital architecture of our 
Samsung smart phones or our Apple iPads just isn’t the same. 
  
For the time being, the leaders of our church believe that the best way for us to offer 
worship is through remote worship. This honors our calling to provide services of 
worship. This also honors our calling to take into consideration the health and wellbe-
ing of our church’s congregation and the wider community. 
  
This was not a decision that was made lightly or without discussion. Much time was 
spent trying to envision and understand our options. We looked into what it would 
take to offer in-person worship as well as to continue to offer a remote-worship op-
tion for those who should not or who are unable to attend in person. Many ideas and 
options were considered. In the end, the consensus was reached that the benefits asso-
ciated with offering in-person worship were too minor when compared to the great 
profusion of difficulties, limitations, and dangers that would result. 
  
While this is sad news, I trust that it is news that you understand. There is much that 
we have lost and many difficulties that we continue to face because of this virus. My 
prayer is that God will continue to help us to be safe and healthy and that God will 
continue to speak to us in order to both give us peace and to lead us and guide us dur-
ing this difficult period of our history.  
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Jeff       



The Blawenburg Summer Beacon 2020                                 Page 2 

ADMINISTRATION 

 

 

SOS Update 

 
Covid 19 has slowed down almost everything in our lives, but the SOS campaign to secure funds for our steeple 
and sanctuary improvements is still going on. We have received a significant gift in memory of Ruthie Patterson 
from her family as well as gifts from the congregation and her friends.  
    
We have also received two pledges from local organizations. We are looking forward to these arriving in the com-
ing months. One community organization is expected to donate soon. The other, a local foundation that wishes to 
remain anonymous, will donate once we have assured them that work on the project has begun. 
 

As of this date, we have received $114,852. When the pledges are added, it brings our total to $124,852. 
 

The pandemic has put many people in financial stress. Because of this, we postponed until the fall our SOS ad in 
the Montgomery News as well as other plans to solicit donations from area businesses.  We hope to resume our ad 
in September, soon followed by outreach to businesses. If you have any ideas to help us reach area businesses, 
please contact me or any member of the SOS Team. 
 

We are thankful for the gifts we have received and the pledges that have been offered. We look forward to begin-
ning work on the project as things open up from the pandemic shutdown. 
 

If you have not made a pledge or contribution to the SOS project, it’s not too late. We appreciate all gifts. 
 
David Cochran, SOS Team Leader 
Anne Allen 
Bruce Daniels 
Wendy Herbert 
Jeff Knol 
Charlotte Malpeso 
Eric Perkins 
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BRC Mission Statement BRC Mission Statement 
 

The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s people  
united in Christ through the Holy Spirit.   

We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning, serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of 
salvation in Jesus Christ. 

Worship Schedule 
 
Questions During Quarantine: 
The pandemic we have been experiencing brings to the surface many difficult, but important questions. Pastor Jeff will 
engage in a sermon series where we together seek honestly for God’s help in shedding light on some of these difficult 
questions. As we study and struggle with God’s word to us in scripture, may God bless us with grace and deeper under-
standing! 
 
June   7  To Be Determined 
June 14  To Be Determined 
June 21  Is This God’s Judgment? - Luke 13:4 and Colossians 2:8-15   

June 28  Has God Left Us? - Ezekiel 10:18-19 and Matthew 28:12-14  
July    5  How Can We Worship and Serve in Times Like These? - Psalm 137, Jeremiah 29:4-6, Philippians 1:12-14                                                           

July  12  Can We Complain? – Job 23 and Psalm 73:25-26  
July  19 What Happened to My Freedom? – Galatians 5:13  
July  26 Where Do We Find Hope? –Jeremiah 29:10-14, Ezra 3:10-13, Selections from Revelation 21-22  

 

ADMINISTRATION—continued 

 
Chip and Eleni Get Married on May 22 

Exchanging Vows 
Lighting the Unity Candle 

Listening, as Barb Antoniewicz 
sings the Ave Maria 

First kiss as a married couple! 
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We commit our gifts to WORSHIP gathering as a community to celebrate God’s presence among us! 

 
On March 22, we learned to transition from worshiping in the sanctuary to worshiping 

via Zoom and Facebook in the children and worship room in Cook Hall. 

Choir sings “Dust I Am” on 
March 1 

Flowers in the pulpit on March 8 - Harbingers of spring! 

Jean provides us with beautiful flowers, no 
matter where we worship - May 8 

May 17 
Flowers and flags to honor our 

heroes on May 24 

What we don’t see on Sunday mornings! 
Lights! Camera! Action! 

Chaplains Nancy Curtis and Mark Smith led us in worship on 
Mother’s Day, May 10, while Jeff was on study leave. 
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We commit our gifts to HOSPITALITY caring for those in our congregation and the greater community. 

The last potluck gathering before social distancing began  - March 8 

We just wanted to gather in person, so we had an impromptu picnic - far apart!  
Restrictions had been relaxed a bit by March 15. 

Gathering Before and After Social Distancing 
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FAMILY LIFE 

A 65 Year-Old Love Story                                                                                                        
by Barb Reid 

 
Over 67 years ago, Bud and Hilde Lewis went out on a double date. Nothing 
out of the ordinary there - not until we learn that they were not each other’s 
date! But Bud, being the consummate gentleman, walked Hilde to her door on 
what could have been an ill-fated night, but the rest, as it is said, is history! 
 
Two years later, on May 1, 1955, Bud and Hilde were married in the Highland 
Park Reformed Church in Highland Park, NJ. They lived in that town for two 
years thereafter, and their oldest son, Bob, was born there. Bud’s job then 
changed, and they moved down the road to Rocky Hill where sons two and 
three (Fred and Dave) were born. Their sons have since given them two lovely 
daughters-in-law, both named Jan, and a total of ten grandchildren.  
 
They joined the Rocky Hill Reformed Church where Hilde served as an elder, sang in the choir, and was presi-
dent of the Women’s Guild. Bud served as a deacon, and with his truck with a plow on the front, he never missed 
clearing the church driveways of snow, and shoveling by hand when needed. Both Hilde and Bud were honored 
at the Synod of the Mid-Atlantics Lay Recognition Dinner in April, 2010, for their dedicated work to the church.  
 
For many years they were very happy at the Rocky Hill Church, but eventually Bud thought it best to look for a 
new church home. When visiting Blawenburg, Grace Terhune welcomed him and sat with him. Both Hilde and 
Bud knew a number of people attending our church, so they decided to make Blawenburg their new church home 
(joining in March 2016.)  
 
Living in Rocky Hill, Bud joined the fire company, served as its Chief, and along with another fireman, started 
the Somerset County Fire School. Hilde served on the Firemen’s Auxiliary, holding several positions.  
 
May 1 of this year marked Bud and Hilde’s 65th anniversary. Because of the distancing restrictions, they thought 
that they would not be able to celebrate with their family. Little did they know that their boys were about to give 
them not only one, but three days of celebration! They woke up on their anniversary to a large banner standing 
across the street from their home. The Tiger’s Tale provided a dinner that evening, complete with champagne. 
The following day (Saturday) they were greeted with a parade of family and friends in cars, a fire truck, and the 
First Aid Squad truck, all out to wish them well. (Pictures can be found on the following page.) At the end of the 
parade, nearby Trinity Church rang their bells! On Sunday, a family Zoom meeting took place, and during that 
visit a video was shown, featuring pictures of Bud and Hilde’s parents, their years growing up, their wedding, 
honeymoon in Hawaii, childhood pictures of their boys, and more current pictures of family get-togethers. Hilde 
and Bud never felt so blessed! 
 
Bud and Hilde and their family spent many summers in New York state on a small lake called Kelm Pond. Their 
old log cabin overlooked the lake. Hilde reflects on their summers there. “It was wonderful to sit on the porch to 
admire the beauty and experience the wildlife. The hummingbirds were a joy to watch. The grandchildren loved 
the newts. Loons, ducks, and some turtles would sun themselves near the shore. When I looked out over the lake, 
I couldn’t help but think that only God could have created this scenery.” 
 
Hilde and Bud, we can’t help but thank God that you are in our lives and a part of our church family! 
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FAMILY LIFE– continued 

Peggy and Alan are in the queue 
for the driveby. 

Family decorated van in the 
caravan 

The celebration continues, despite the pandemic.  
Marvelous in masks! 

Enjoying the view of 
Mountain Lakes boulders 

and Devil’s Cave 

Betcha can’t guess how Bernice 
stayed busy! 

 
What did you do while in quarantine? 

Hilde and Bud then (1955) and now 
(2020) 

Hilde and Bud standing behind 
their 20 foot anniversary banner 

Sons - Fred, Bob, and Dave 

Sonya stands amidst beautiful 
phlox at Pettoranello Gardens, 

in Princeton. 

Dave “geared up” and 
came into the office 
over the weekend to 

help with this issue of 
the Beacon. 



Blawenburg Village School 
PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504 | 609-466-6600 

info@blawenburgvillageschool.com | Angela Wright, Director 
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BVS has been closed since mid-March to our students due the COVID-19 pandem-
ic sweeping our nation. In its stead, our teachers and I have been using distance 
learning to stay connected to our students whom we miss very much. Every day, I 
have been giving BVS Families a daily check-in, filled with activities for their lit-
tle ones to do while at home. There is also a daily story/lesson on YouTube for 
them to enjoy. If interested in any of these offerings, please contact me via 
email and I will be sure to add you to our email list. 
 
We are currently enrolling students for the 2020-2021 school year. Classes will 
be offered for students ages 2-5. Unfortunately, we are unable to give school 
tours at this time. However, a virtual tour of our wonderful little school has been 
created for your convenience. If you would like further information, please feel 
free to contact me, Angela Wright, Director. 
 

  
 
BVS is on Facebook so please take a minute to like our page! There are great pic-
tures of our many events.  
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We commit our gifts to MISSIONS serving those in need both locally and around the world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the first video below, enjoy a five-minute story from the Setshabelo Family and Child Services in South  
Africa. BRC financially supports this strategic impact area via our commitment to the RCA's Partnership-in-
Mission (PIM) of one quarter share, or $1,675.00 annually.  
 
 
Dear friend in mission, 
 
You are changing lives of families and children in Botshabelo, South Africa. Because of your support, orphaned 
and vulnerable children have loving, safe foster care and adoptive families to call home. They are experiencing 
the love of Christ. 
 
I wanted to share the beautiful story of adoptive mother Nthabiseng Mabeleng and her daughter Neo with you. 
Through your support, their family is complete. 
 
“The work that Setshabelo has done is an amazing thing. The work of knocking on the hearts of parents and 
families and telling them that there are children that need families. The work of asking us to talk to our family 
members and children about sharing our love with other children who  need families. I think this is a great ser-
vice that Setshabelo gives to the community, and one of its kind.” Nthabiseng Mabeleng 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your partnership, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Denise Kingdom Grier 

https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=761ef67eff&e=38bfb6e8fa
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=761ef67eff&e=38bfb6e8fa
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=761ef67eff&e=38bfb6e8fa
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MISSIONS—continued   

Dear friend, 
 

As we sit in the stillness and the darkness between Good Friday and Easter Sunday, may we be reminded 
that the Light is coming; the hope of the resurrection is near.  
 

Continuing in our “Stories from the Field” video series, I am excited to share this week a message from 
RCA missionary John Hubers. I hope you find this video to be a good resource for your congregation. 
May we continue to be a source of hope, community, and stories of God’s goodness as the world wrestles 
with the global pandemic surging around us.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All videos in this series will be posted on the RCA Global Mission Facebook page, the RCA Global Mis-
sion YouTube Channel, and also Faithward.org. We hope these videos serve as a rich blessing for you and 
your church this season.  
  
Thank you for your commitment to God’s mission. 
 

Grace and Peace,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JP Sundararajan 
Director of RCA Global Mission  

In this second video, RCA missionary John Hubers talks about Easter, Covid-19, and his theological stu-
dents in Ethiopia. This 11-minute video is introduced by JP Sundararajan, Director of RCA Global Mis-
sion. (See, also, the interesting article in the Spring 2020 RCA Today magazine in which JP and his brother 
James tell how they "created an app with the goal of making the Bible available in dozens of India's heart 
languages." p.25)  

Dear friend, 
 

As we sit in the stillness and the darkness between Good Friday and Easter Sunday, may we be reminded 
that the Light is coming; the hope of the resurrection is near.  
 

Continuing in our “Stories from the Field” video series, I am excited to share this week a message from 
RCA missionary John Hubers. I hope you find this video to be a good resource for your congregation. 
May we continue to be a source of hope, community, and stories of God’s goodness as the world wrestles 
with the global pandemic surging around us.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All videos in this series will be posted on the RCA Global Mission Facebook page, the RCA Global Mis-
sion YouTube Channel, and also Faithward.org. We hope these videos serve as a rich blessing for you and 
your church this season.  
  
Thank you for your commitment to God’s mission. 
 

Grace and Peace,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JP Sundararajan 
Director of RCA Global Mission  

https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=469c9fc33d&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=4a7a0a18cf&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=b71fdb22b7&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=b71fdb22b7&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=ab1909e6f2&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=469c9fc33d&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=469c9fc33d&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=4a7a0a18cf&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=b71fdb22b7&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=b71fdb22b7&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=ab1909e6f2&e=f0e60e50c5
https://rca.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3e42bdcc6b1ae58a3f6ea1edd&id=469c9fc33d&e=f0e60e50c5


We commit our gifts to PROCLAMATION spreading the good news  

of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
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Tales of Blawenburg 
An Afternoon of Local History 

March 7 
Sponsored by the Van Harlingen Historical Society and Blawenburg Church 

Welcome and introduction by Pastor Jeff. 

Dave Cochran begins the multimedia presentation in the sanctuary. 

In Cook Hall, guests enjoy the exhibits prepared by the Van 
Harlingen Historical Society. 

Bill Van Zandt shares his family’s history with photos 
and memorabilia. 

Ted Blew (variant spelling of Blaw) is the sixth great-grandson of John Blaw, 
for whom Blawenburg is named. 
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PROPERTIES 

Gracie is standing next to the grave 
of Charles Height, one of at least ten 

Civil War veterans. 

Reed Chapman fills in holes 
created by bees. 

Bud’s beauties and his bench adorn 
the church grounds.  

Our beautiful spring azalea bush next 
to Cook Hall 

Eric and Gracie placed 52 flags next to veterans’ grave markers in observance of Memorial Day.  Pictured are the graves of Bud Conover, 
Harold Skillman, and Bill Terhune, all who served in the military. 

 
Eric has done a fantastic job of standing up fallen stones and of cementing/gluing others when able. 

An old attempt at repair using 
iron rods, which actually 

caused more damage. 

Eric stands next to the 
headstone of Johnny Cole 

who died at age five in 
1881. 

Two of the oldest markers 
in our cemetery, both made 

of sandstone 

The Blawenburg Church Cemetery 



June 
   7  Alan Querec 
       Bernice Van Nostrand 
 12  Rowan Liao 
 13  Lee Bekir 
 14  Dave Cochran 
 18  Nancy Curtis 
 19  Marcia Bradsell 
 25  Bud Lewis 
 26  Melissa Blodgett 
       Susie Van Doren                               
27   Paul Blodgett 
July 
   2  Kevin Clancy 
   3  Abigail Schwartz 
   6  Chris Benbow 

8  Barb Blauw 
9  Melanie Schwartz 

 12  Lisa Hunt 
 13  Calvin Benbow 
 16  Adelaide Blodgett 
       Mark Smith 
 21  Jeananne Wansor 
       Palmer White 
 23  Vivi Benbow 
 24  Buddy Cavanaugh 
 25  Preetham Prince 
 27  Nathan Han 
August 
   1  Frank Tufano  
   2  Will Herbert                            

6  Anna Bekir 
    Sue Perkins 

 11  Nancy Meyer 
 18  Barbara Van Liew 
 19  Tom Hunt 
 20  Abby Hong 
 21  Pam Bainbridge 
 22  Kaitlyn Clancy 
 24  Andrea Eberly 
       Diana Pfannebecker 
 26  Akemi Pugliese 
 30  Steve Han 
 31  Rick White 

 

The Blawenburg Beacon  

is a publication of 

Blawenburg 

Reformed 

Church 
424 Route 518 

Skillman, NJ 08558 

609.466.1832 

 

Pastor 

Rev. Jeff Knol 

 

VP of Consistory 

Eric Perkins 

 

Administrative Assistant 

& Beacon Publisher  

Barb Reid 

 

Beacon Editor  

Barb Pavlicek 

 

       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon., Wed., Thurs. 

8:00am -1:00pm 

Tues—12:00pm-2:00pm 

Fri—11:00am—12:30pm
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Like us on facebook to view 

more news and events!  

 
Weekly Events 

 
   Weekdays 

Homeward Bound 5:30pm 
 

Sunday 
   Worship 10am  

 
Tuesday  

   Bible Study 10:00am  
 

Saturday 
AA 8:00pm 

 

             Mailing Address: 
                  P.O. Box 266 
   Blawenburg, NJ 08504 

 
Happy Birthday! 

While not working, the BRC 
staff found very different ways 

to keep busy during quarantine. 

Barb walked a marathon on 
May 30. It took her seven hours 
and 20 minutes. 

Well, we all know what Katie did! She even 
returned close to the scene of the accident 
(Baldpate Mountain) for this picture! 

Jamie and Jeff have been doing every-
thing that they can to make their back-
yard as fun and interactive as possible 
for the girls. So Jeff built a “mud 
kitchen” with left over fencing and 
lumber that was laying around. Gracie 
Johnson and Evelyn Cochran supplied 
the pots and pans, and the girls have 
been baking mud muffins with grass 
and flower sprinkles ever since. 


