
Morning Worship                                                                         November 30, 2025  

 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
      

     WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER                                Nancy Curtis               

 

     PRELUDE                        The Journey to Bethlehem     James Mansfield                      

                                           

    ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING     

 

       The Candle of Hope is lit. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

     OPENING HYMN              Soon and Very Soon   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



     PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 

During Advent, O God, it strikes some of us as odd to confess our sins 

before you. This time of year makes us so joyful and hopeful that many 

of us forget that we are part of a covenant community that has lost its 

way. Yet, in our moments of honest reflection, we know that we are 

people who have been negligent. We have sought our will and not yours, 

O God. We pray for forgiveness and implore you to put us back on a 

righteous path. Give us gracious hearts to remember those in need 

among us. Give us generous spirits, O Lord, by which we might have the 

courage to reach out to those who need your help with our hands and 

bounty. Make us the holy people you first created us to be as we prepare 

for the coming of Christ…Time of silent reflection 

 

     ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS – adapt. from Romans 13:8-14 & Matthew 18:15-20 

 

Jesus Christ has called us to lay aside the works of darkness and to confess 

our sins and be reconciled to God. You have confessed your sins in the 

company of God’s people. Your forgiveness, declared on earth, is sealed in 

heaven. Sisters and brothers, your sins are forgiven. Be at peace. 

 

     SEASONAL RESPONSE                                                                                                             

 

All glory be to God on high, and to the earth be peace! 

Good will to all from highest heav’n begin and never cease! 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 

 

     PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

                                       

     SCRIPTURE READING        Matthew 24:36-44     

                                                                                          

    SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    HYMN                             O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                    

 

 

 

 



OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 

    ANNOUNCEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS, AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

    OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

    SONG OF PRAISE 

 

As they offered gifts most rare at that manger rude and bare, 

so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 

all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King. 
 

    PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

Take our gifts, giver of every good and perfect gift, as gestures of our 

love and devotion to both you and your creation. We recognize that we 

are a part of your realm, O God, by the mercy of your holy name. Use 

our gifts in the spreading of your good news. Help us bestow upon 

others your gifts with glad and generous hearts so that we reflect the 

thanksgiving in which we live. May we be good stewards of your 

mercies, just as these mercies have blessed us. Let us live in expectancy 

of your coming realm through the birth of the holy child in Bethlehem. 

In Jesus’ holy name we pray. Amen. 

 

    APOSTLES’ CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 

rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth on the 

right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to 

judge the quick and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of  

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting. Amen. 

 

 



       PASTORAL PRAYER with the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

        For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

     HYMN               Joy to the World  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    CLOSING BLESSING 

 

    POSTLUDE              Sing a New Song  Edward Broughton        


