
Morning Worship                 December 4, 2022                      2nd Sunday in Advent  

 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 

        

      WORDS OF WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER         Reverend Jeff Knol 

 

      PRELUDE   Down to the River to Pray        trad. American 

                                               Blawenburg Choir 

 

As I went down to the river to pray, 

Studying about that good old way 

And who shall wear the starry crown --  

Good Lord, show me the way! 

O brothers/sisters, etc. let's go down, 

Let's go down, come on down! 

O brothers/sisters, etc. let's go down, 

Down in the river to pray. 

 

 ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY 
 

 As the Candle of Peace is lit, we will sing together in response to the tune of 

Away in a Manger                                                                                                                                    

 

Come quickly, shalom. Teach us how to prepare for a gift that compels 

 us with justice to care. Our spirits are restless till sin and war cease.                                           

One candle is lit for the reign of God’s peace. 
 

                             Words by Mary Anne Parrott   ©1995, Chalice Press 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      OPENING HYMN         Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

            

 

     

       

 

 

 

 



      PRAYER OF CONFESSION * 

 

Loving and faithful God, as we begin the season of Advent, we celebrate 

that Jesus has come, and that He promises to come again! Jesus came to 

bring light and hope, but our hearts are often shrouded by darkness 

and despair. Jesus came to bring joy and peace, but our hearts are often 

encased by sorrow and turmoil. Jesus came to bring life and love, but 

our hearts are often hardened by resistance and contempt. All this we 

confess.                                           

 

As Jesus entered the world to conquer evil, sin, darkness, and death, we 

open our hearts in confession. We desire to be freed from evil, to be 

cleansed from our sins, to be guided out of our darkness, and to be 

released from the power of death. We desire to be restored to the image 

of Jesus.                                                           

 

We thank You, O God, that You so loved the world, that You gave Your 

Son so that we might not perish, but have eternal life. In the name of 

Jesus, we pray…Time of Silent Reflection 

      

      WORDS OF ASSURANCE - Inspired by Isaiah 12:2-6. 

  

Hear these words of comfort from the prophet Isaiah. "Surely God is our 

salvation; we will trust, and will not be afraid, for the Lord God is our 

strength and our might. God has become our salvation."  

 

My friends, open yourselves to the joy to be found in our forgiveness; for 

indeed, God has become our salvation! Nevermore are we to be held captive 

by that which seeks to tear us from God. Hear the good news of the Gospel: 

In Christ Jesus we are forgiven. Alleluia!  Amen!                                                                                          

 

In praise and gratitude, let us stand to sing.  

      

      SEASONAL RESPONSE        

 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;                                         

Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand.                                                             

Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand. 

 

 



THE WORD OF GOD 

        

      PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                   

              

      SCRIPTURE READING 

 

Isaiah 2:1-5                       

Matthew 3:1-3                                                                                          

          Romans 13:11-14                                                                                           

     

      SERMON           

 

      HYMN                     Comfort, Comfort You My People                  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD 

 

      ANNOUNCEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS, AND PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

      OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

        SONG OF PRAISE           

 

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise, 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

        PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                                                                                     

 

Savior Christ, we give you praise in this season of Advent. As we long 

for your return, may your many gifts become manifest in our lives. May 

we manifest your acceptance with the warmth and love of our welcomes. 

May we manifest your grace with the patience and forgiveness we 

demonstrate. May we manifest your love with the gifts of generosity we 

give. In this season of waiting, as we long to celebrate your birth, may 

you bless the gifts we give. Amen. 
 

      CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

 

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to 

celebrate is a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father 

into the world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all 

obedience to the divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the 

cross. By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and 

eternal covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of 

God and never be forsaken. 
 

 

 



We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be 

with us always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread, he 

makes himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us 

unto life eternal. In the cup of blessing, he comes to us as the Vine in whom 

we must abide if we are to bear good fruit. 
 

          We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and 

foretaste of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom 

has fully come, when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like 

unto him in his glory. 
 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the 

life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this 

Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of saints.                                       

 

COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and 

in all places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God! You created 

heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have given us 

life and being, and preserve us by your providence. But you have shown us 

the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, 

the eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. For the precious 

gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise and bless 

you, O God. With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of 

heaven we worship and adore your glorious name. 
             

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 



Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice 

offered once on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole 

world. In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, 

we offer ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. Together we 

proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
 

Christ has died! 

Christ is risen! 

Christ will come again! 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and 

the cup which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood 

of Christ. Grant that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity 

of the faith and grow up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
 

And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 

grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church 

may soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. Even 

so, come, Lord Jesus! 
 

     COMMUNION MUSIC   Comfort, Comfort You, My People 

     

COMMUNION 
 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is 

my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying,      

“This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.” 
 

In partaking of the bread, it shall be said: 
 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 
 

In partaking of the cup, it shall be said: 
 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.  

      

 



     THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his table, let us praise 

God’s holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits, 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give 

us all things with him. 

Therefore, shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, 

from this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

 
 

                                    PASTORAL PRAYER with the Lord’s Prayer                                                                          

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

     

 

      



     HYMN                       On Jordan’s Bank The Baptist’s Cry                 

 

 

                 

    

CLOSING BLESSING      

 

POSTLUDE     Vom Himmel hoch da komm ich her (From Heaven Above I Come)              

Helmut Walcha 

 

      

*Our prayer of confession was written by the people of the Memorial Drive 

Presbyterian Church and was accessed at The Pastor’s Workshop 

website: https://thepastorsworkshop.com/prayers-of-confession-on-advent/ 

https://thepastorsworkshop.com/prayers-of-confession-on-advent/

