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In this Issue:

God's Sanctuary and Dr. Alexander's Sermon
I was surprised and delighted to learn that Rev. Dr. Archibald Alexander led
a service at the Blawenburg church on Sunday, July 31, 1831, in the first
year of our church’s ministry.
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Dr. Alexander is known for being the founding professor of Princeton Theological Seminary. When the seminary was first created in 1812, it was Dr. Alexander who
led the classes in a single classroom provided by Princeton University. The seminary grew
rapidly in its first few years. Dr. Alexander was joined by two other professors, and the
seminary purchased its own campus and built its own buildings.
Many of you may know Alexander Hall on the university campus; it houses Richardson
Auditorium. The funds for this building were given in 1890 in honor of Dr. Alexander, his
son Henry, and his grandson Charles. The original and most prominent building on the
Seminary’s campus is also named “Alexander Hall” in his honor. He has quite a legacy in
our area.
Thanks to the diary of Elizabeth Van Zandt, who was a founding member of our church, we
know that when Dr. Alexander preached here he gave a sermon based on Psalm 84:1-2. In
this Psalm the psalmist expresses the joy of being in God’s sanctuary. After doing a little
research online, I was able to find a published version of the very sermon that Dr. Alexander preached in our sanctuary nearly 190 years ago!
Compared to our modern expectations, the sermon is long. I was taught that my sermons
should have a single focus and that everything in my sermon should contribute to a single
message. I also learned through experience that congregations appreciate a sermon that is
around fifteen minutes long. Clearly, this was not the style in 1831. Dr. Alexander's sermon
is divided into nearly a dozen sections and each section makes its own point. Together the
constellation of points makes a case for how blessed and important to be in God’s sanctuary.
The Save Our Steeple campaign continues to raise money to preserve our historic sanctuary
here in Blawenburg. It is a building that has blessed many through its 190 years of use
(construction began in September of 1830 and services began in May of 1831). This is a
place of great history. It is also a space that we are striving to make a resource for as many
people as possible in our local community. This spring, in the season following Easter, I am
looking forward to giving a sermon series inspired by Dr. Alexander's sermon on Psalm 84.
I trust that his words, the scriptures that inspired them, and God’s Spirit will help us to
deepen our appreciation of our practices of worship in God’s sanctuary. I hope you will join
us!
Pastor Jeff
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ADMINISTRATION
Blawenburg Church and Montgomery Fire Company #2 come together on
January 4 to celebrate the life of Don Thiel.

The fire company memorialized Don, who passed away on December 31,
2020, with bunting and flying the flag at half mast.

Fire engines in which Don rode
for so many years stood in honor
of him in the driveway.

Lent:
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5
April 9
April 12

Friends and family gathered to
say goodbye to Don.

Firefighters gathered to
remember Don.

Worship Schedule
Noah’s Ark and 40 Days and Nights of Rain – Selections from Genesis 7 and 8
Moses’ 40 Days on Sinai – Selections from Exodus 24 and 32
Israel’s 40 Years in the Wilderness – Selections from Numbers 14
Jonah’s 40 Day Call to Repentance – Jonah 3
Elijah’s 40 Day Journey to Horeb – 1 Kings 19:1-15
Palm Sunday – Matthew 21:1-11
Maundy Thursday – Selections from John 13—Joint Service at Blawenburg
Easter – Matthew 28:1-10

Season of Easter – Sermon Series on Archibald Alexander’s Sermon from 1831
April 19 The Joy of Dwelling with God – Psalm 84:1-2 and John 20:20-23
April 26 Seeking Forgiveness – 1 John 4:10 and John 21:15-17
May 3 5:00pm Worship – Finding Spiritual Refreshment – Isaiah 25:6 and Luke 24:13-35
May 10 Coming to be Cleansed – Hebrews 10:22
May 17 Intrigued by Mystery – Luke 1:8-12
May 24 Ascension Sunday – Prayers Rising like Incense – Psalm 141:2 and Luke 24:44-53
May 31 Pentecost – The Descending Spirit – Numbers 11:24-30 and Acts 2:1-21

BRC Mission Statement
The Blawenburg Reformed Church is a covenant community of God’s people
united in Christ through the Holy Spirit.
We commit our gifts to worship, hospitality, life-long learning, serving those in need, and proclaiming the good news of
salvation in Jesus Christ.
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ADMINISTRATION– continued

Our Architectural Doppelganger
By Dave Cochran

You never can tell where you might find a bit of history around our church. Sometimes things are right under
your feet, and you don’t realize it. Such was the case during the January Sunday Brunch, when Ethel Terhune
kicked something that was under the table. She reached down to see what it was and brought up two pieces of
wood – parts of a cross that had broken apart and somehow ended up under the table.

One of the pieces had a note on it that said, “Original (1838) walnut from the 1995 restoration of Fairview Reformed Church, Fairview, IL.”
You may wonder what this has to do with our church. The Fairview Reformed Church is the architectural doppelganger, an identical twin sister, of our church, and it appears in our church history book, Blawenburg Reformed Church, 175 Years of Faith and Hope.
It seems that early churches shared architectural plans. We don’t know who designed our church, but we surmise that they shared the plans with other congregations wishing to build a church. Fairview is the oldest Reformed Church west of the Allegheny Mountains, and it looks like our church. It was organized in 1837 and
completed in 1841.
The exterior looks very much like our church. The interior of the church looks similar
with the same style balcony. The original pews have been replaced.
The Fairview website says, “It (Fairview Reformed) was founded by the Rev.
(Dominie) Abraham Wilson, after whom William Brown Hageman and Althea Quick
Stryker named their second son, Abraham Wilson Hageman. The Hagemans, along
with many other New Jersey-born Dutch-Americans, were long-time members of the
church.” There was even a Van Nostrand among its early worshipers.
You can see the restored Fairview cross in the church library in Cook Hall.
Meanwhile, keep your eyes open and your feet ready. You never know when you’ll
kick up some history.
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We commit our gifts to WORSHIP gathering as a community to celebrate God’s presence among us!

Advent and Christmas Eve

Barb and Joe light the
candle of hope.

The Prince family lights the Christ
candle on Christmas Eve.

Anika reads Luke 2:15-20.

Jim and Keith light the
candle of joy.

Linnea reads Luke 2:1-7.

The children lead Go Tell It
on the Mountain.

The sanctuary is illumined with candlelight as we sing Silent Night.

Eleni and Chip light the
candle of love.

Marie reads Luke 2:8-14.

Katie directs as the choir lends
its gift of song.

Pastor Jeff leads us in prayer and
offers the Christmas blessing.
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WORSHIP—continued
Christmas Eve (cont’d)

A glimpse at our lovely sanctuary at
the start of the service.

The White family ushered and
lit the candles.

We gathered outside for hot chocolate
after the service.

Jean Beachell’s Beautiful Handiwork

Tulips adorn the chancel
area on December 1, 2019

A pot of kalanchoe on
February 2

Elegant roses on January 12.

Daffodils on Scout Sunday
February 9

The early morning sun shines perfectly
on the dove and the cross.

Red and white freesia on
February 16

Alstroemeria and
mini carnations on
February 23

The Blawenburg Spring Beacon 2020

Page 6

WORSHIP—continued
BVS Christmas Pageant—December 14

The children are on the road to
Bethlehem.

Music Director Jen Lizzi and the adult choir
help them to find their way.

We have found our way to Bethlehem!

Chaplain Mark Smith preaches on December 29 and again on February 23.

Celebration Singers having lots of fun singing
Do, Lord, Remember Me
on January 26
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HOSPITALITY caring for those in our congregation and the greater community.
Brunch After Church on February 2

Alan, Hilde, and Peggy enjoying each
other’s company

Katherine, Joe, Lee, Keith and Jim
(What are you up to, Jim?)

Max and daddy with all the ladies

The next (and last) brunch will be held on Sunday, March 8, after our church service.

We Help Louise Taback Celebrate Her 80th Birthday

The Woe Nellies, one of Alan’s favorite
groups, play their ukuleles.

The birthday girl, alongside her daughter
Jen, and Alan

Jen helps Louise blow out her candles.

Fellowship Time on Scout Sunday

A cake to honor the scouts
Jean and Pam help to serve.

Scout Troop 46
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We commit our gifts to LIFE-LONG LEARNING providing
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

Sunday School is Growing
It’s what we’ve dreamed about! Our Sunday school has grown to the point that there is now a
real need for two classes. We have up to eight children on any given Sunday and they range in
age from three to twelve. Bernice Van Nostrand, Barb Van Liew, Barb Antoniewicz, and
Preetham Prince have done an incredible job. Each week they bring their gifts to the table, and
our children come away with abundant knowledge of the stories of the Bible. The younger children do a craft with the Barbs that reinforces the story, and with Bernice’s guidance, the older
children learn how to apply the story to their lives. Preetham lends his support in myriad ways:
from scripture reading to providing snack for the children.
These four amazing people are doing a wonderful job, but they can’t always do it by themselves! Not all four are always available on any given Sunday. This is where you, as adult members of the congregation, come in. Are you able to spare some time every once in a while to
help with our children? (Bernice promises that you will love them!) Virtually no prep work is
involved. We are simply asking that you just bring with you the gift of guidance to our children.
If this is something that you think you can do (and we know you can!), give Bernice a shout
out. 609.244.1115 or vns206@aol.com. Thank you.

Tuesday Morning Bible Study
Every Tuesday morning at ten o’clock between eight and 12 people gather in the church library
to reconnect and update each other on their lives, to discuss the scripture for the upcoming worship service, and to pray together. Unless he is away, Pastor Jeff leads the study and discussion.
Come and join the group. It is always interesting to see how Jeff weaves together Tuesday’s
insights and questions with his final sermon!
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Blawenburg Village School

PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504 | 609-466-6600
info@blawenburgvillageschool.com | Angela Wright, Director

The new year started off with a bang! In January, we started a new two-year-old
Sprouts’ Class in Cook Hall. It is expanding every month. I would like to welcome
our newest teachers, Mrs. Damiani and Mrs. Boyer, to the BVS Family. It is wonderful to see so many more smiling faces as part of our school.
February may be our shortest month; however, it is also a very busy month. We
started off the month talking about Groundhog Day. Will we have six more weeks
of winter? Or is spring just around the corner? Our students loved seeing their
own shadows and trying to predict what the groundhog was going to decide.
We had a wonderful Loved Ones’ Day party here at BVS. Each child was allowed to
bring some very special loved ones for a Valentine’s Day celebration. Our students
sang songs, made a craft, and enjoyed a yummy breakfast with their loving guests.
Our theme was, “We Love You Beary Much!”
BVS has started the enrollment process for the 2020-2021 school year. We accept children ages two to five. If you are interested in checking out our “hidden
gem”, please call or email the school for additional information or to schedule a
tour.
Angela Wright
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We commit our gifts to MISSIONS serving those in need both locally and around the world.

On Saturday, February 15, Joe and Barb Pavlicek attended the Home Dedication Ceremony for the
Anita and Obiora "Obi" Okagbue family in Somerset. After an outside ceremony with remarks from
the Habitat Board President, the church pastor, officials from Franklin Township, the construction
committee, and the Family Liaison, Anita and Obi thanked everyone before the closing litany entitled
"We Dedicate This House, O God". The new homeowners and their two children then welcomed wallto-wall people into their yet-unfurnished home for refreshments. Moving-in day will be soon with visits to the Habitat ReStore in Manville to complete their furnishing needs.

Thank You!

Thank you to everyone who came to the Okagbue Family Home Dedication Ceremony this past
Saturday. I'm sure everyone will agree it was an emotional day.
Whether you worked on their behalf in the community, helped build their home, made a donation or volunteered in the office or ReStore, you all helped make this day possible!
Thanks to you, the Okagbue family will continue to thrive and build a successful, more financially stable future for their family.
We wish them years of warmth, laughter, and celebration in their new family home!
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MISSIONS—continued
The Ever-Grateful Heifer International

(personal thank-you note and certificate of recognition)

More on Missions
With almost $1500.00 remaining from the Johanna Naumann Fund from 2019, the Missions Team will donate
$500.00 each to the following organizations:
1.) Crawford House at DaytopNJ - a halfway house on Sunset Road for women in drug and alcohol rehabilitation;
2. Run With Rotary (as a Bronze Sponsor) - Our donation allows BRC to have a table at the race to share information about our church, an ad in the Race Day Program Book, and a name listing on the RWR website;
3.) Bentley Community Services - Its focus is “creating access to and providing high quality, fresh and healthy
foods and more to individuals, families and seniors weekly, facilitating healthy diets and nutrition. We offset/
eliminate weekly grocery bills to those ineligible for traditional assistance and help them toward self-sufficiency.”
Bentley services the people of central New Jersey. It has an office in Belle Mead and a distribution center in Monmouth Junction.
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MISSIONS—continued

Helping Orphans
You are encouraged to read the lead article in the Winter 2020 RCA TODAY magazine which recently was sent to all members of an RCA church. It is the story of the life of Denise Kingdom
Grier, who is an RCA missionary serving in partnership with Setshabelo Family and Child Services. It is this global mission in Botshabelo, South Africa, that our church has committed to support annually with a one quarter share which currently is $1,675.00. The funds for this mission
come from the Johanna Naumann Endowment Fund. After you read Denise’s story, it is easy to
understand why she is the perfect person to be “working to restore families in an area with tens of
thousands of orphaned children.”

Serving the Homeless
The first of four lunches in 2020 to be served to the patrons of the Samaritans Homeless Interim
Program, a/k/a SHIP, provided by BRC and GRC will be held in Somerville on Tuesday, March
31. Sign-up sheets will be available soon.
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We commit our gifts to PROCLAMATION spreading the good news
of salvation in Jesus Christ.

Sinterklaas

Pastor Jeff (note the Dutch
shoes!) leads us in prayer just
before we open our doors.

Karen, Ginny, Evelyn, and Joe
are ready to sell delicious baked
goods.

“The Soup Guy” and Barb at the
ready to sell a quart or pint

Charlotte finds a creative way to
fundraise for the SOS campaign.

Bernice, Emma, Katherine and Hilde,
ready to sell their handmade crafts

Three beautiful ladies (Barb, Carrie, and
Jean) peddling baskets and jewelry

Adelaide and Maxwell love their
monkey sock puppets!
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PROCLAMATION—continued
Special Peace Prayer Service—January 11
On January 11, Pastor Jeff led a prayer service in our sanctuary so that church members and community friends could express their fears and concerns regarding the conflict between the U.S. and
Iraq. At that service, Sadaf Jaffer, the mayor of Montgomery, read the poem that follows:
what they did yesterday afternoon
by warsan shire
they set my aunt’s house on fire
i cried the way women on tv do
folding at the middle
like a five pound note.
i called the boy who used to love me
tried to ‘okay’ my voice
i said hello
he said warsan, what’s wrong, what’s happened?
i’ve been praying,
and these are what my prayers look like;
dear god
i come from two countries
one is thirsty
the other is on fire
both need water.
later that night
i held an atlas in my lap
ran my fingers across the whole world
and whispered
where does it hurt?
it answered
everywhere
everywhere
everywhere.

Barb and Pastor Jeff led the congregation in God Bless
America and Let There Be Peace on Earth.

Church and community participants greet each
other at the close of the service.
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PROCLAMATION—continued
Enjoy an Afternoon of Local History at BRC on March 7

On Saturday, March 7, Van Harlingen Historical Society and Blawenburg Church will present a free afternoon of history for the community at Blawenburg Church. The program, entitled Tales of Blawenburg, will
begin at 2:00pm with a multimedia presentation by local educator and author David Cochran. The presentation will chronical several periods of time in the history of Blawenburg.
Some of the questions that will be answered in the presentation include:
Who were the indigenous people in this area? When were they here and why did they leave?
When did the Dutch arrive and why did they come to Montgomery Township?
How did Blawenburg get its name?
When did the historic village develop and what led to its development?
Which were the first houses and businesses built in the young village?
When/how was Blawenburg Church built and how did it serve the village and farm residents?
What are some unique events that drew thousands of people to Blawenburg over the years?
The program will also tell the tales of some famous people who were connected with Blawenburg – a famous business family, a long-serving postmaster, entertainers including a child star and two Hollywood
actors, one of New Jersey’s oldest bands, and a world-famous scientist.
Following the presentation, there will be an opportunity for self-guided tours of the 1830 sanctuary.
Guides will be on hand to provide information about the history of Blawenburg Church and to answer
questions.
The program will continue in Cook Hall where exhibits about the history of Blawenburg prepared by the
Van Harlingen Historical Society will be displayed. Photos and artifacts from the Society’s archives will
relate to the Dutch beginnings, Blawenburg Church and Cemetery, the general store and post office, the
Blawenburg Band, and more. Refreshments will be served.
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PROPERTIES
The Work of the Properties Team and Friends
Lighting: Those entering or exiting Cook Hall from evening meetings will see that we now
have lights over the center front steps. They are on a photocell, meaning they come on with the
dark and off with the light. The spotlights on the east and west ends of the building used to be
on timers located inside those upper front doors, once our main entrance, but now inconvenient
to most groups which come and go via the street level door. The western lights now are programmed to come on for optimal meeting time each evening and the eastern lights had to be
put on a photocell, lacking a discoverable junction box. The street level entryway lights are
now on a simple on-off switch just inside the door. Please remember to turn it on when you
come for an evening event and turn it off when leaving!
Tiles: Many thanks to Doug Hill for donating his time, talent and tools to repair a number of
floor tiles in the kitchen with Ethel Terhune’s help.
Elevator: The elevator has been serviced and is in good working order. Thank you to Joe
Pavlicek who attached ropes to the door handles so that individuals can independently close the
doors behind them from a wheelchair. “Necessity is the mother of invention!”
Emergency Preparedness During Worship: Barb VanLiew and Jim Corio represented BRC
at an information session on this subject at Montgomery Evangelical Free Church and shared
their learnings with our Properties Team which we have passed on to Consistory.

Restrooms: Now that BVS has classes in Cook Hall Monday through Friday from 9 AM – 12
Noon, church related visitors are asked to only use the western wing restroom when needed.
This is a requirement of DYFS – the Division of Youth and Family Services – when school is
in session. Thank you for your cooperation.

Inside Our Steeple
Eric Perkins and Gary Eversen climbed up into the steeple to assess the stability of the stairs
leading up to the bell tower. While they were up there Eric took the following pictures. Can
you identify what he saw?
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Summary of Dates
(See website for complete calendar.)
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Mon., Wed., Thurs.

March

8:00am -1:00pm
Tues—12:00pm-2:00pm
Fri—11:00am—12:30pm
The Blawenburg Beacon
is a publication of

Blawenburg
Reformed
Church
424 Route 518
Skillman, NJ 08558
Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 266
Blawenburg, NJ 08504

609.466.1832

VP of Consistory
Eric Perkins
Administrative Assistant
& Beacon Publisher
Barb Reid
Beacon Editor
Barb Pavlicek

Weekly Events
Weekdays
Homeward Bound 5:30pm
Tuesday
Bible Study 10:00am
Saturday
AA 8:00pm
Sunday
Worship 9am
Sunday School 10am

March

1 Choir, 7:25am, Sanctuary
8 Katie Connolly
3 Men’s Breakfast, 7:30am, Fellowship Hall
9 Ken Bradsell
Properties Team, 5:45pm, CW Center
12 Colby White
5 Missions Team, 10:15am, Library
13 Eleni Chatzidaki
Communications Team, 11:00am, Library
14 Ava Bradsell
7 SOS Event, 2:00pm, Sanctuary/F’ship Hall
16 Sharilyn Tel
8 Choir, 7:25am, Sanctuary
19 Joe Pavlicek
Brunch, 10:30am, Fellowship Hall
20 Allison Clancy
11 Mary & Martha, 6:15pm, Bernice’s Home
24 Cheryl Soos
12 BVS Board, 9:30am, Library
26 Ray Liao
15 Choir, 7:25am, Sanctuary
29 Dot Dorey
17 Worship Team, 2:30pm, Library
Consistory, 7:30pm, CW Center
April
20 Cooking Event, 7:00pm, Kitchen
1 LaFerne Keller
22 Choir 7:25am, Sanctuary
Pasquale Malpeso
BVS Sings in Worship
2
Doug
Hill
27 Lay Recognition Dinner, 6:30pm, The Imperia
25
Jacque
Parmele
29 Choir, 7:25am, Sanctuary
26 Sarah Tel
31 SHIP Lunch, 11:00am, Parking Lot
27 Lori Bradsell

April
Pastor
Rev. Jeff Knol
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2 Missions Team, 10:15am, Library
Communications Team, 11:00am, Library
5 Choir, 7:25am, Sanctuary
7 Men’s Breakfast, 7:30am, Fellowship Hall
Properties Team, 5:45pm, CW Center
8 Worship Team, 2:30pm, Library
9 BVS Board, 9:30am, Library
Maundy Thursday Service, 6:00pm, F’ship Hall
12 Choir, 7:25am, Sanctuary
Egg Hunt, 10:00am, BVS Playground
20 Third Grade Field Trip, 10am-2pm, Sanctuary
21 Third Grade Field Trip, 10am-2pm, Sanctuary
Consistory, 7:30pm, CW Center
26 Celebration Singers, 8:15am, Sanctuary

May
6 Bob Harrison
7 Irene Harrison
11 Craig Seitz
13 Travis Winckler
16 Barb Bradsell
17 Sarah Liao
18 Robin Maestripieri
22 Ethel Terhune
25 Tom Sharman
26 Chip Parmele
Jean Seitz
27 Don Terhune
29 Angelina Han
31 Eric Perkins

May

3 Run with Rotary, Skillman Park
Worship, 5:00pm, Sanctuary
5 Men’s Breakfast, 7:30am, Fellowship Hall
Properties Team, 5:45pm, CW Center
7 Missions Team, 10:15am, Library
Communications Team, 11:00am, Library
8 BVS Muffins with Mom, 9:00am, F’ship Hall
13 Worship Team, 2:30pm, Library
14 BVS Board, 9:30am, Library
18 Beacon Materials Due
19 Consistory, 7:30pm, CW Center
24 Celebration Singers, 8:15am, Sanctuary
29 Beacon Published

Like us on facebook to view
more news and events!

Easter Flower Order Form
We have a tradition of filling our sanctuary with an assortment and abundance of potted flowers on Easter Sunday – daffodils, lilies, hydrangeas, hyacinths, tulips, etc. If you would like to purchase plants,
which you may take home with you after the service, please fill in the form below. You may mail it to or
leave it in the church office or on the table at the entrance to the sanctuary through April 5. As with
Christmas, we will have a page dedicating the flowers however you wish.

Name

__________________________________________________________

Phone

__________________________________________________________

Number of Flowers

____________

x $15 = ___________________

Check Enclosed

$___________
Cash
(payable to Jean Beachell)

$___________________

Dedication – From:______________________________________________________
In honor or memory of: __________________________________________________
(circle one)
_____________________________________________________________________

