
Morning Worship                                                                                   April 2, 2023  
 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
      
     WORDS OF WELCOME AND OPENING PRAYER             Rev. Jeff Knol 
 

     LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 

   

     PRELUDE       Sing, My Soul, His Wondrous Love                             Ned Rorem 

 

Sing, my soul, his wondrous love, who, from yon bright throne above, 

ever watchful o'er our race, still to us extends his grace. 

 

Heaven and earth by him were made; all is by his scepter swayed; 

what are we that he should show so much love to us below? 

 

God, the merciful and good, bought us with the Savior's blood, 

and, to make our safety sure, guides us by his Spirit pure. 

 

Sing, my soul, adore his Name!  Let his glory be thy theme: 

praise him till he calls thee home; trust his love for all to come. 

                                                                                                                                                             

CALL TO WORSHIP –  Adapted from portions of Psalm 118 

 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; God’s steadfast love endures 

forever!  

 

The gates to God’s righteousness are open; let us enter through them 

and give thanks to the Lord!  

 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

 

Bind the festal procession with branches, up to God’s dwelling place.  

 

You are our God, and we will give thanks to you; you are our God, and we 

will extol you!  

 

O give thanks to the Lord, for God is good; God’s steadfast love endures 

forever! 

  



     HYMN                  All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

     

 
 

 

 



    PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

    

   O good and gracious God, we come before you with our humble 

confession. We confess that it is not easy for us to follow Jesus Christ as 

our true Lord and King. His way of humble service and self-sacrifice 

stands in contrast to our desires. His example of love and prayers, even 

for his enemies, stands in contrast to our own thoughts and actions. 

Forgive us we pray. Help us, by your Word and Spirit, to accept the 

example and rule of Christ Jesus in our lives. Help us to put our trust in 

him, as our true Savior… Time of silent reflection 

 

    ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS – Adapted from Philippians 2 

 

The Apostle writes saying, “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ 

Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 

slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he 

humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross. Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 

above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord.” People of God, receive the good news. If we 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, truly we are forgiven, and by him we are 

given new life. 

.  

    SEASONAL RESPONSE                                    
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; 

World without end! Amen, Amen.  

 

THE WORD OF GOD  

 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION             
     
    SCRIPTURE READING          Matthew 21:1-11 

 

    SERMON                          
 

 

 



    HYMN                           Crown Him with Many Crowns 
    

 
 



OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

    ANNOUNCEMENTS, CELEBRATIONS, AND PRAYER REQUESTS                                              
     

    OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT 
     
    OFFERTORY          How Beautiful         Twila Paris, arr. Craig Courtney 

                                              Blawenburg Choir 

How beautiful the hands that served the wine and the bread                                                            

and the sons of the earth. How beautiful the feet that walked                                                               

the long dusty roads and the hill to the cross.                                                                                         

How beautiful is the body of Christ. 

How beautiful the heart that bled, that took all my sin                                                                           

and bore it instead. How beautiful the tender eyes                                                                                            

that choose to forgive and never despise.                                                                                        

How beautiful is the body of Christ. 

And as He laid down His life, we offer this sacrifice:                                                                        

that we will live just as he died, willing to pay the price. 

How beautiful the radiant Bride who waits for her Groom                                                             

with His light in her eyes. How beautiful when humble hearts give                                                    

the fruit of pure lives so that others may live.                                                                                 

How beautiful is the body of Christ. 

How beautiful the feet that bring the sound of good news                                                                     

and the love of the King! How beautiful the hands that serve                                                               

the wine and the bread and the sons of the earth.                                                                                 

How beautiful is the body of Christ. 

    SONG OF PRAISE                                                      Red Hymnal #592 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

   

 
  



    PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

As your son entered Jerusalem, faithful to your love and provision, so 

we come before you with our faith. We put our trust in you, O God, and 

believe that you will provide us with protection, power, direction, and 

all for which we stand in need. Bless the offerings we give and bless our 

lives, that they may continue the work of your Son, who is our true Lord 

and King. Amen. 

 

    CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  

MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 
 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Supper which we are about to 

celebrate is a feast of remembrance, of communion, and of hope. 
 

We come in remembrance that our Lord Jesus Christ was sent of the Father 

into the world to assume our flesh and blood and to fulfill for us all 

obedience to the divine law, even to the bitter and shameful death of the 

cross. By his death, resurrection, and ascension he established a new and 

eternal covenant of grace and reconciliation that we might be accepted of 

God and never be forsaken. 
 

We come to have communion with this same Christ who has promised to be 

with us always, even to the end of the world. In the breaking of the bread, he 

makes himself known to us as the true heavenly Bread that strengthens us 

unto life eternal. In the cup of blessing, he comes to us as the Vine in whom 

we must abide if we are to bear good fruit. 
 

          We come in hope, believing that this bread and this cup are a pledge and 

foretaste of the feast of love of which we shall partake when his kingdom 

has fully come, when with unveiled face we shall behold him, made like 

unto him in his glory. 
 

Since by his death, resurrection, and ascension Christ has obtained for us the 

life-giving Spirit who unites us all in one body, so are we to receive this 

Supper in true love, mindful of the communion of saints.                                       

 

 



COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Holy and right it is, and our joyful duty to give thanks to you at all times and 

in all places, O Lord our Creator, almighty and everlasting God! You created 

heaven with all its hosts and the earth with all its plenty. You have given us 

life and being, and preserve us by your providence. But you have shown us 

the fullness of your love in sending into the world your Son, Jesus Christ, 

the eternal Word, made flesh for us and for our salvation. For the precious 

gift of this mighty Savior who has reconciled us to you we praise and bless 

you, O God. With your whole Church on earth and with all the company of 

heaven we worship and adore your glorious name. 
             

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect sacrifice 

offered once on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the sin of the whole 

world. In the joy of his resurrection and in expectation of his coming again, 

we offer ourselves to you as holy and living sacrifices. Together we 

proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
 

Christ has died! 

Christ is risen! 

Christ will come again! 
 

Send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which we break and 

the cup which we bless may be to us the communion of the body and blood 

of Christ. Grant that, being joined together in him, we may attain to the unity 

of the faith and grow up in all things into Christ our Lord. 
 



And as this grain has been gathered from many fields into one loaf, and these 

grapes from many hills into one cup, grant, O Lord, that your whole Church 

may soon be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom. Even 

so, come, Lord Jesus! 

 

      COMMUNION MUSIC    What Wondrous Love Is This, O My Soul? 

 

      COMMUNION 
 

The Lord Jesus, the same night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “Take, eat; this is 

my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
 

After the same manner also, he took the cup when they had supped, saying,      

“This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me.” 
 

In partaking of the bread, it shall be said: 
 

The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 
 

In partaking of the cup, it shall be said: 
 

The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.  

     THANKSGIVING AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Brothers and sisters, since the Lord has now fed us at his table, let us praise 

God’s holy name with heartfelt thanksgiving! 

 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 

and do not forget all his benefits, 

who forgives all your iniquity, 

who heals all your diseases, 

who redeems your life from the pit, 

who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy. 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

He does not deal with us according to our sins, 

nor repay us according to our iniquities. 



For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

as far as the east is from the west, 

so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 

As a father has compassion for his children, 

so the Lord has compassion for those who fear him, 

 

who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, and will also give 

us all things with him. 

Therefore, shall my mouth and heart show forth the praise of the Lord, 

from this time forth forevermore. Amen. 

 

   PASTORAL PRAYER with the Lord’s Prayer 
 

              Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive 

our debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



     HYMN        Hosanna, Loud Hosanna  

 

   



     CLOSING BLESSING 

 

      POSTLUDE                  Valet will ich dir geben        Georg Friedrich Kaufmann 

 

            (I bid you farewell, false and evil world…My longing is set on heaven, 

                      where God will reward forever those who serve him here.)  

 

  
 

 

 


