The Blawenburg Beacon
Newsletter for the members and friends of the Blawenburg Reformed Church
Fall 2020

September 4, 2020

In this Issue:
Dear Friends,

4
Worship
6
Hospitality
7
Life-Long
Learning
8
BVS
9
Missions
12
Properties
13
Contact Information &
Birthdays

As I read the latest news on Covid-19 for the state of New Jersey, it is good to report
that numbers are continuing to look better and better in the state and that more and
more businesses are able to reopen. Gyms, restaurants, and movie theatres will soon be
open at limited capacity. Churches are also legally able to reopen for services at a limited capacity, but as of yet, the leadership of the Blawenburg Church and I do not feel
we are ready to reopen. We have voted to suspend in-person worship until at least the
end of October.
There are several reasons for this decision; most notably are the challenges of producing both an in-person worship service while also streaming a remote viewing option for
those who would rightly feel more safe engaging with worship from the safety of
home. To offer a dual service of this kind would require updated technology and
trained and willing volunteers. It is turning out to be a complicated endeavor.
While the leadership recognizes that we are not ready to reopen just yet, we are making
strives to understand when and how we can and should reopen. Two new teams have
been commissioned. One team is working on implementing the technology we would
need for a remote worship service in the sanctuary. The other team will be advising
Consistory on what health and safety steps should be taken before in-person services
are offered.
Our situation is deeply frustrating and if you feel tired of Zoom and Facebook you are
not alone. We are all feeling weary from this long time of exile. The sanctuary may
remain closed for the time being, but the church is NOT closed. We are open and engaging in ministry, even if in a different form. Each week we are able to gather our
hearts, spirits, faces, and voices together in worship. We are also continuing to support
one another through prayer and acts of kindness.
I pray that God, our Good Shepherd, will help lead us through this weary valley. I look
forward to gathering with you again in greener pastures. Until our journey reaches that
point, I will see you on Zoom.
Blessings,
Reverend Jeffrey Knol
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ADMINISTRATION

SOS Fundraising on Hold
We are Encouraged to Help Others
by Dave Cochran
Our church was in the midst of a robust fundraising campaign to support the restoration of our historic steeple
and sanctuary when the coronavirus wreaked havoc on our nation. As a result, the SOS (Save our Steeple/Save
our Sanctuary) Team proposed, and the Consistory agreed, to put fundraising on hold for now and continue its
efforts when the economy is more stable.

We’ve all been affected by this pandemic. Even if we have been fortunate enough to remain healthy, Covid-19
has left us with feelings of isolation and anxiety. Many have lost employment, and plans and daily routines
have been disrupted. Our church services moved online to Zoom and Facebook. Our lives have changed dramatically.
“We were well into our campaign and were making plans for several community events and outreach to community businesses when the virus took the wind out of our sails, just as it did with many other organizations in
the nation,” Dave Cochran, the leader of the SOS Team, reflected.
“We had tremendous community and church support for our campaign, and we thank our many donors,” he
continued. “But we just felt that it would be insensitive to the community’s needs in light of the pandemic to
continue to ask for donations from individuals and businesses that might be struggling to stay afloat.”

The campaign recently received a significant donation in honor of Don and Ethel Terhune. This generous donation brought our total in mid-August to $155,942. The church has raised enough money to begin the restoration of the steeple. Work is being planned to build safer access stairs to the 1860 Tulane bell so that interior
work can be accomplished. Other restoration work is expected to begin this fall as the church celebrates the
190th anniversary of its construction. Timing is everything with this project since the bats move in and out of
the attic seasonally.
“We are thankful that this building and its congregations have served our community for so many years, and
we are grateful for the donations that many people have made to help us maintain this beautiful structure,” Pastor Jeff said recently. “At this time, we need to be mindful of those in our community who have been so affected by this pandemic. We encourage people with sufficient means to donate to the Montgomery Food Pantry
or other organizations that provide for the basic needs of struggling people.”
We look forward to a time when our lives will become more stable. Until then, we will do what we can to
maintain our historic facility while continuing our primary mission of helping others as stated in the Great
Commandment – to love God and our neighbors.
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ADMINISTRATION—continued

New Consistory Members
On June 21, these three ladies were installed as Consistory members for the next two years - Elmi Hill and
Sonya Hunt as Deacons and Barb Reid as Elder. In addition to being installed, Barb was also ordained as Elder.
Each of them has been active in church activities for many years. Elmi has been a faithful Sinterklaas worker
and Sonya has always supported the CROP Walk. Barb is a choir member, chairperson of the Care Team, and
BRC's tireless Administrative Assistant. Thank you to all three for saying "Yes" to serving on Consistory beginning in this time of Covid-19. Thank you, too, to Eric Perkins and Kevin Clancy who have concluded their
terms as Elder and Deacon.

Barb Reid
Elmi Hill

Sonya Hunt

Sermon Series on Revelation: Holding on to Hope in Difficult Times
by Pastor Jeff

In the coming weeks my plan is to lead us in a sermon series on the book of Revelation. This is a very strange and difficult book within our Bible. It has been interpreted in many different ways throughout the long history of Christianity.
My goals in leading this series on Revelations are these. First, that we would approach Revelation like we do any other
book in the Bible; to read it as God’s living word, through which God can and does speak to us in our times. Secondly,
I am hoping that each of us, me included, will work to more fully understand this Biblical book and that through this
learning we will better know God and our Christian hope and calling. Each Tuesday at 10am via Zoom I will be leading a Bible study to explore our passages for the coming Sunday. I would encourage you to join the Bible study to
help with your understanding and comprehension!
09/06/20
09/13/20
09/20/20
09/27/20
10/04/20
10/11/20
10/18/20
10/25/20
11/01/20
11/08/20

Revelation 1
Revelation 2-3
Revelation 4-7
Revelation 8-11
Revelation 12-14
Revelation 15-16
Revelation 17-19
Revelation 20
Revelation 21-22
Revelation 22

A Vision of Christ
The Letters of the Seven Churches
The Book of the Seven Seals
The Seven Trumpets of Judgment
The Woman, Her Child, and the Dragon
The Seven Bowls of Wrath
Victory and Rejoicing
Judgment and the Lake of Fire
The New Heavens and The New Earth
Conclusion
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We commit our gifts to WORSHIP gathering as a community to celebrate God’s presence among us!

Worship Continues on Zoom and on Facebook
When Pastor Jeff is on vacation or out of the pulpit for any reason, we are fortunate to have chaplains in our area who
capably fill in for him. Ed Staats worships at North Branch Reformed Church, while Nancy and Mark are members
here at BRC.

In addition to leading worship, Pastor Jeff is a
technological wizard on Sunday mornings.

Chaplain Nancy Curtis offers her prayer for illumination before she poses the question, “Where do we look for God?” in
her sermon on August 9.

Chaplain Ed Staats gave us a new perspective on the
miracle of the loaves and fishes on August 2.

From home, Chaplain Mark Smith wears several
hats when Pastor Jeff is not in the pulpit. He sees to
it that the Zoom/Facebook service runs smoothly; he
also acts as host and liturgist.

Each week Music Director Katie Connolly records hymns from
home, and they become a beautiful part of our worship experience on
Sunday mornings.
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WORSHIP—continued
FLOWERS! FLOWERS! FLOWERS!
We are blessed with Jean Beachell’s talents as her beautiful arrangements greet us each Sunday morning.

Yellow roses on June 14

Patriotic theme on July 5

Cuttings from a chaste bush on
July 19

Blue hydrangeas on July 12

Pink lilies on July 26

Bernice’s beautiful quilted
artwork of the Beatitudes
adorns the wall in our worship room:
Matthew 5:1-12

Blue hydrangeas, in honor of the
birth of baby Miles, Nancy Curtis’s
grandson and Bernice’s greatgrandson on August 9

A beautiful assortment of flowers
on August 16

Lovely flowers in an equally
lovely vase on August 31
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HOSPITALITY caring for those in our congregation and the greater community.
More Goings-On During Quarantine

Our dear friend Diana enjoyed a surprise birthday gathering at her house on August 24.

“Gourmet Chef” Joe Pavlicek
made a vegetable pizza for himself and his lovely wife.
He also ventured into apple pie
baking and oat bread making!

In separate weeks this summer, Jean and Jim Beachell entertained their two daughters and their families at their
“other” home in Washingtonville, PA. What better way to keep kids entertained and happy than to teach them to
fish at nearby Lake Chillisquaque with grandpa and grandma?

Grandson Jack House, holding the one that didn’t get
away.

Grandpa Jim looks on as
James holds his fish.

Daughter, Jill O’Neill and
granddaughter, McKenna

Grandpa and grandson enjoy a
lazy day at the lake.
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We commit our gifts to LIFE-LONG LEARNING providing
spiritual growth opportunities for all.

New Book Discussion Opportunity
Dearest Friends,
I want us to talk about racism. After George Floyd’s murder this year there was a great outpouring
of energy towards uncovering and dealing with the racism that infects our country. The protests
and the messages they delivered spoke to me. I know that I am not alone in a desire to do something about the sad and difficult situation in our country and in our world.
In response I have decided to offer a book discussion group. On September 24 at 2:00pm, I will
host our first session via Zoom. At that meeting, we will discuss the first section of a book entitled
Waking Up White by Debby Irving. After speaking with a few trusted advisors, including current
Elder at BRC Barb Reid, who read a portion of the book at my request, I have come to believe this
book will be a good conversation starter for us.
Terry Keleher, a racial equity consultant, strategic coach, trainer, writer, researcher, and curriculum designer, has this to say about the book:
Waking Up White is a wake-up call for white people who want to consciously contribute to
racial justice rather than unconsciously perpetuate patterns of racism. With honesty and
humility, Debby Irving shares her own story of transformation—a journey of opening herself to learning about the realities of racism and the unintended impacts of white privilege.
By confronting her own fears and mistakes, she gleans many useful lessons and tips that
can help move others from confusion and avoidance to constructive engagement, authentic
connection, and courageous action.”
I hope you will consider reading the book and joining the discussion. The first section of the book
will be provided at this link on the church website. For the rest of the book, you will need to order
a copy.
Order From Amazon
Zoom Info
Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85062682834?
pwd=VHNtaFFsd2VSblVBcDVTV3FDMWw0Zz09
Passcode: church
Meeting ID: 850 6268 2834
Phone #: 646 558 8656
Pastor Jeff
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Blawenburg Village School

PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504 | 609-466-6600
info@blawenburgvillageschool.com | Angela Wright, Director

Despite the sudden shutdown of society in March, our preschool director, Angela Wright, and her
staff of dedicated teachers committed to keeping Blawenburg Village School open—virtually--to
provide daily activities for their students and to have regular communication with parents. These
age-appropriate activities and weekly Bible story were presented on Facebook. Angela even arranged a lovely graduation ceremony and end-of-year gifts for all students. All of the planning and
execution of on-line schooling was challenging yet rewarding.
The next challenge faced by the staff is to make the school ready and safe for the students to return
in the middle of September. To do this, Angela applied for and received a $5,000.00 grant for
cleaning products. She has purchased an electrostatic sprayer, UV light, portable sinks, PPE supplies and a health-check tent. She is working closely with the state inspectors for preschools. Angela has also developed a handbook for the parents which they are to read and sign off on. For the
safety of everyone, no visitors will be allowed in the school. Also, there will be no group gatherings, including special events that were held in the past. Masks will be required.
In addition to in-class learning, virtual classes will also be offered. All of this preparation has been
very time consuming. How fortunate we are to have a director who is so dedicated to her students.
She has developed a supportive staff and will guide them through this unusual time. Please keep
them in your prayers.
With affection and appreciation,
The BVS Board of Directors
Blawenburg Reformed Church Consistory
Blawenburg Reformed Church Congregation

Angela Wright

BVS Graduation
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We commit our gifts to MISSIONS serving those in need both locally and around the world.

Denise Kingdom Grier
Update from Setshabelo
Family and Child Services
July 2020
COVID-19 Pandemic Update
The world has been hit with a pandemic that has equally brought us together as it has kept up apart. When the
South African government announced the national lockdown in March, SFCS knew to prepare for the employees
by providing food packages that would sustain them and their families. However, this has not deterred us from
serving the community of Botshabelo and making sure we care for families.

Before the lockdown, we had international guests from the Reformed Church in America, accompanied by Pastor Denise Kingdom Grier, visit us to see the work we do with families in Botshabelo.
We also had the ministry of women from the Methodist Church (Ebenezer Circuit) visit the CYCC and have a
session of worship and praise with Pastor Kingdom Grier and her team.
We realized that God can never give you more than you can carry and that He will give you wisdom in every
storm. Therefore, we looked for new ways to help the community of Botshabelo since we had to stop or slow
down our regular programming.
We had to limit the staff that would be working at the office. But with the limited staff we were able to assist the
community at large by being foot soldiers at the mall when people had to collect their social grants. We helped
keep people at the required social distance and guided them to where they wanted to go.
continued on next page
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MISSIONS—continued
Since the lockdown ended, we are slowly bringing back our programs. We recently had a parenting training class at
the CYCC. We invited fewer parents to adhere to the rule that meetings should have fewer people to avoid the
spread of corona.
*As of June 12, Botshabelo only has three confirmed cases of COVID-19, whereas our big city, Bleomfontein, has
195 confirmed cases. The country has about 70,000 cases.

CYCC
Concerning the CYCC, the goal has always been to keep the number of children admitted to a limited amount.
During the lockdown period, we planned to keep only the admitted children at the centre with two care workers
who spent the entire lockdown period with the children. By the grace of God, there was no need to admit any new
children. At the end of May, our admission of children was seven. A number we are happy with because it means
families are healthy enough for children to stay in.

Denise’s Ministry
Setshabelo Family and Child Services (SFCS) helps families stay together and places children with local adoptive
and foster families instead of institutional care. Denise’s ministry focuses on raising support for SFCS and inviting
North American churches and partners to join our mission to provide loving families and supportive care for all of
Botshabelo’s orphans and vulnerable children.
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MISSIONS—continued

Dear Friend,
This year has looked different from any other year thus far. But through all of the uncertainties and challenges, we know that we serve a God who is faithful and unchanging.
We have seen that ring true among our partners and those we stand alongside in Botshabelo, South Africa.
Today I want to share with you a message from Denise Kingdom Grier regarding how COVID-19 has impacted our friends in South Africa. I hope as you reflect on this message, you will join us in praying for our sisters
and brothers just as Paul in Ephesians 6 calls us to pray in the Spirit on all occasions with supplication. We are
grateful for the ways you have supported Denise and the work of Setshabelo Family and Child Services and
are even more grateful for the way we can stand together through a global pandemic.
The following video is a part of a greater RCA Global Mission series called Stories from the Field. You can
view the full series by visiting the RCA Global Mission Facebook page, the RCA Global Mission You Tube
Channel, or Faithforward.org.
Link to RCA Global Mission Video

Serving together,
Derrick Jones
Supervisor of RCA Mission in Africa and Oman

Church World Service
School and Hygiene Kits
As we have in the past, the Missions Team will continue this year with our early fall project of filling school
and hygiene kits---but with a twist! Because of our ongoing quarantine with Covid-19, you will not be asked
to shop for or pack the kits. All you have to do is to write a check, and someone at CWS will shop for you, fill
the bags, and ship them to where they are most needed in this country and around the world.
The content of each kit is valued at $15.00: the processing fee is $2.00; and the bulk purchase of bags
from myshopangel.com is $3.00. Please send your check (separate from your offering check) of $20.00 made
out to BRC to PO Box 266, Blawenburg, NJ 08504, with CWS 2020 on the memo line. A church check for
the total amount of the donations will be sent to CWS in early October. If you prefer to give in cash, please
give the amount to Barb Reid in the church office. Your generosity in any amount will be most appreciated.
The fabric used for the colorful bags pictured here was contributed by Pam Bainbridge
and sewn by Evelyn Cochran and her team. The bags were finished before the quarantine. They will be stored in Cook Hall with the hope of being used next year.
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PROPERTIES

Hurricane Isaias Did a Number on Us!
A microburst during Hurricane Isaias hit the parsonage, causing two large black walnut trees to fall
and major limbs from a maple to land on the garage and backyard fence. Fortunately, the parsonage
did not lose power, as did Cook Hall and most of the rest of Blawenburg. The American Tree Co.,
owned by the Chytraus family, members of GRC, was able to come and remove the debris. What a
sight for the Knols to return from vacation to see!

The walnut tree hit the Knols’
house outside the dining room and
completely blocked the driveway.

Luckily, the maple tree did only minor cosmetic
damage to the garage.

Across the street in front of Cook Hall, the beautiful
cleome survived the hurricane’s microburst.
(Our dear friend, Don Thiel, provided the seeds.)

This tree blocked the door to the
garage until Pastor Jeff borrowed
the Johnsons’ chainsaw and
moved it away.
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OFFICE HOURS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Mon., Wed., Thurs.

September
9 Peggy Querec
12 Sammy Schwartz
15 Ginny Doremus
Jotham Johnson
16 MaryBeth Sharman
22 Sarah Hong
25 David Curtis
28 Jean Beachell

8:00am -1:00pm
Tues—12:00pm-2:00pm
Fri—11:00am—12:30pm

The Blawenburg Beacon
is a publication of

Blawenburg
Reformed Church
424 Route 518
Skillman, NJ 08558

October
9 Bob Sharman
14 Mimi Coffey
16 Rich Van Doren
19 Josh Schwartz
23 Evelyn Cochran
25 Jeff Knol
28 Marc Hong

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 266
Blawenburg, NJ 08504

609.466.1832
Pastor
Rev. Jeff Knol
VP of Consistory
Joe Pavlicek
Administrative Assistant
& Beacon Publisher
Barb Reid
Beacon Editor
Barb Pavlicek

Weekly Events
Weekdays
Homeward Bound 5:30pm
Tuesday
Bible Study 10:00am
Saturday
AA 8:00pm
Sunday
Worship 10am

The Weeds are Out of Control!
As you can see, the situation with the
weeds has gotten bigger than we are
(literally!) Help is needed desperately
before school starts on September 14.
A clean-up day is scheduled for Saturday, September 12 from 9:00am 12:00pm. Please consider coming out
and lending a hand. We will need
weeding tools, shovels, rakes, and
wheel barrows, so if you have any or
all, please bring them along. Be sure to
also bring your masks. The coffee pot
will be on and donuts will be provided.

November
2 Carolyn Smith
4 Vineetha Prince
Yuri Pugliese
6 Reid Liao
8 Jim Corio
Eloise Liao
Shirley Wang
12 Jamie Knol
15 Anika Prince
Marie Pugliese
16 Margot Knol
20 Ty Hong
22 Gracie Johnson

If you are unable to join us on the 12th,
but are available to weed on your own
at another time, please give Gracie
Johnson a call to let her know.
609.468.9475.
Thank you.

Like us on facebook to
view more news and

