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Dear Friends,

December 4, 2020

Here we are again, opening a Beacon while still in the midst of a pandemic. Rather than
dwelling on what we have lost, I sense God encouraging us to celebrate what we have
been able to continue to do together as a church. Before writing this, I looked back at our
last two Beacons. Of course things have not been the same, but in faithfulness to God, we
have been doing what we can! The changes we have experienced have not been welcome
or easy, but I give thanks for all of you and the work we have been able to accomplish together. Here are some of the reflections and celebrations I offer (all those I could fit in my
space here):
Celebrations:
Despite the pandemic we have celebrated together. We celebrated our graduates. We celebrated the marriage of Chip and Eleni. We celebrated Bud and Hilde Lewis’s 65th wedding anniversary. We celebrated our friendship with Mimi Coffey before she moved to
California.
Worship:
We can celebrate how we have continued to worship during these difficult times. On the
fly we re-invented our worship practices. Many of you learned new computer skills to access worship on Zoom and Facebook. Our Music Director Katie Connolly retooled her
ministries to produce a choir anthem and weekly music for our remote services. She did
this all while also healing from a broken wrist and subsequent surgeries.

Education:
Thankfully our preschool has been able to open and stay open all fall. The school has provided a place of education, nurture, and care for nearly thirty students and their families.
Bernice VanNostrand and Barb Reid continue to teach Bible stories to our preschool children. Within the congregation our times of Bible study have continued remotely. We
formed a new book discussion group to study issues related to race and racism.
Fellowship and Pastoral Care:
We have dearly missed our times together in person, but we have continued to be a caring
congregation. Many of you have reached out to one another to share your support and
prayers. Our quilters have made and distributed comfort quilts. We have sent cards and
flowers. We have grocery shopped and run errands for one another. We have continued to
be good friends and neighbors. Many of you have expressed to me how grateful you are
for this supportive church community.
Our Partnership with Griggstown:
The pandemic has led us into an even closer partnership with the congregation at
Griggstown. Our remote and outdoor worship services are all joint services; and as a result
we are sharing in new ways our musical gifts, our prayer requests, and our times of fellowship.
This has been a challenging time in many ways. God has continued to move in and among
us. May God continue to bless us in the days, weeks, and months to come.
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ADMINISTRATION
2020 Lay Recognition Dinner
Together We Are the Body of Christ
Every two years, congregations from the Regional Synod of the Mid-Atlantics gather to honor special individuals
who devote themselves to God's service, in small, everyday ways around the church, in caring for individuals within
their fellowship, in outreach to the community and the world, and whose service truly shows that together we are the
body of Christ. The choice for BRC for 2020 was Eric Perkins. Like so many other events this year, the recognition
dinner was postponed once and then canceled because of the coronavirus. So we honor Eric in this issue of the
church's newsletter and thank him for the many tasks, both seen and unseen, that he performs for our church. The
paragraph below written by Pastor Jeff was included in the booklet to be used that evening which had short, biographical sketches of each honoree.

The more serious side of Eric.

Eric enlists the aid of fellow fireman,
Bob Maslanka, as they get a drone’seye view of the steeple.

Eric stands next to the gravestone of Johnny Cole, who
died at age five in 1881.

Eric Perkins
In these past few years, Eric Perkins has been an extraordinary lay leader in many
ways. Eric is the caretaker of our Blawenburg Reformed Church cemetery, which is an
active graveyard. He currently serves as an Elder and Vice President of Consistory,
serving on both the finance and properties teams. In the past three years, he has served
on two ad hoc teams. He helped to manage the sale of a church-owned property known
as Memorial Hall. He also served on the team that formed our yoked partnership with
the Griggstown Reformed Church.
Honored by the Blawenburg Reformed Church, Blawenburg, NJ

Help Support BRC with an RMD Donation
Required minimum distributions, often referred to as RMDs, are amounts that U.S. tax law requires a
person to withdraw annually from traditional IRAs and employer-sponsored retirement plans when
they reach the age of 72. This money is taxed at the person’s tax rate; however, if all or some of that
money is donated to a charity, the donated money will not be taxed. If you must take an RMD, consider donating your RMD to Blawenburg Reformed Church. Contact your financial advisor and have
the check sent to Blawenburg Reformed Church, PO Box 266, Blawenburg, NJ 08504.
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We commit our gifts to WORSHIP gathering as a community to celebrate God’s presence among us!

Outdoor Worship—November 29

Pastor Jeff leads
worship.

13 people worshiped, including Sonya Hunt,
Hilde Cavanaugh, Charlotte Malpeso, Jean
Beachell, Cathy Heuschkel (from GRC), and
Cindy Henyon.

Socially reconnecting after worship, enjoying conversation and
sunshine.

Season of Advent
Sunday, 11/29: Mark 13:24-37 – Hope
Sunday, 12/6: Mark 1:1-8 – Peace
Sunday 12/13: Luke 1:46-55 – Joy
Sunday 12/20: Luke 1:26-38 – Love

Christmas Eve – December 24

Remote Christmas Eve Service: Video
This year a remote service will be shared as a video. This service will resemble our traditional Christmas Eve service
with scripture, carols, and a message from Pastor Jeff. It will be available to watch anytime on Christmas Eve and
thereafter.
Outdoor Services of Carols and Candles:
On Christmas Eve Pastor Jeff will be leading two outdoor services, one on the Blawenburg Church campus
at 5:30pm and one at the Griggstown Church campus at 10pm. These will be short services where Pastor Jeff will
share a prayer, lead the congregation in a few familiar carols, and then give a Christmas Eve Blessing. We will sing
Silent Night by candle light at the close of this service. You are invited to come to either service, but please wear a
mask and keep appropriate distance between other members of the gathered congregation that evening.

Worship Schedule
The Season of Epiphany
Sunday, 12/27: Luke 2:22-40
Sunday, 1/3: Matthew 2:1-12
Sunday , 1/10: Mark 1:4-11
Sunday, 1/17: John 1:43-51

Sunday, 1/24: Mark 1:14-20
Sunday 1/31: Mark 1:21-28
Sunday 2/7: Mark 1:29-39
Sunday 2/14: Mark 9:2-9 – Transfiguration Sunday
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HOSPITALITY caring for those in our congregation and the greater community.
A Fond Farewell to Mimi Coffey
Graciously Hosted by Bernice VanNostrand

Alan and Gracie enjoying the
sunshine, while socially distancing in Bernice’s backyard.

Jeff leads us in prayer
for Mimi as she relocates to California.

Two dear friends since the
days of Blue Pomegranate
share a moment.

Ethel, Pam and Peggy enjoy
conversation and shade in the
carport.

Jeff, Barb R. and Peggy listen as
Mimi speaks.

Mimi and Sonya listen as
Jeff speaks.

Bud enjoys his comfort quilt and flowers, which remind him of their summer
cottage on Kelm Pond in New York State.

Mimi appreciates the
kind words of her BRC
friends.
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Blawenburg Village School

PO Box 153, Blawenburg, NJ 08504 | 609-466-6600
info@blawenburgvillageschool.com | Angela Wright, Director

Happenings at BVS
November brought many exciting happenings at BVS. We spent an entire week learning about
different countries and their cultures. On our whirl-wind trip, we visited India, France, South
America, and Jamaica. One stop on our trip around the world landed us in Italy, where we enjoyed a tasty treat of pizza and gelato. It felt good to go on a vacation! As December approaches, we will once again be traveling the world as we learn how different countries celebrate the holidays. This time, we will be visiting Greece, Israel, Africa, Germany, and once
again, Italy. In preparation for our BVS Christmas Pageant, The Nativity, we have been working hard learning new songs. We are very excited to share our virtual Christmas performance
on December 23 at 7:00 pm through Zoom. Feel free to put on some cozy PJs, grab some hot
chocolate and popcorn, and grab a seat in your living room as we bring you some Christmas
cheer.

Mrs. VanNostrand virtually tells the story
of the Parable of the Mustard Seed.

The students’ cars line the school playground. All too soon, they’ll be driving
their own cars!

This little student watches from
home as Ms. Reid tells the story of the Parable of the Good
Shepherd in Cook Hall

Beautiful anemones in front of BVS
were planted by Dorothy Geyer in
memory of Johanna Naumann.
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We commit our gifts to MISSIONS serving those in need both locally and around the world.

Heifer 2020 Living Gift Market
Heifer International is still a good place to shop for alternative gifts this year even though we
will not have Sinterklaas in person. Continue to delight your loved ones while helping others
with a gift of bees, fish, a heifer, an education, a biogas stove, or other options. Heifer has created a virtual gift market so that you can shop online. Their new Living Gift Market Guide has
been updated for your remote shopping convenience. Click on the link below to be taken directly to the shopping guide of Heifer International.

https://www.heifer.org/what-you-can-do/get-involved/faith/living-gift-market.html
Then click on the GIFT CATALOG link, bordered in red at the very top of the page. You are
now at the beginning of the catalog. Enjoy your gift shopping. If you wish, Heifer will even
help you create a free honor card after your donation is complete.

CROP Walk 2020
Three cheers for Barb Antoniewicz for walking the most miles for this year's semi-virtual CROPWALK for
Hunger! She logged 161 miles in the month of October out of a total of 361 miles logged by all! Others with
our goal of at least 20 miles were Dave Cochran [62], Elmi Hill & Gracie [45], and Mark Smith [20]. Thanks to
10 walkers and 19 generous donors BRC raised $1835 for the hungry - going locally to SHIP and the County
Food Bank and nationally and globally through Church World Service. Many thanks to all who were able to
participate in one way or another in this 'new normal'. Gracie shares the most $$ raised award with all participants with over 20 miles walked as most of the $$ credited went by default to Gracie this year. Your effort and
generosity during difficult times are much appreciated!

Gracie, Jotham, Keith, and
Sonya pose for Barb P. for a
picture just before the October
18 Walk.

Barb walks for CROP
every year.

T-shirts were earned by those
who reached the 20-mile goal.
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MISSIONS—continued

Update from Denise Kingdom Grier
November 2020
Dear Friends,
Grace and Peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I pray you are all remaining in good physical
and mental health. I bring you greetings from our partners and friends on the ground in Botshabelo, South Africa,
where food scarcity and gender based violence is on the rise. Kaybe and our staff are working hard to respond to the
psychosocial needs of families and vulnerable children in the Free State province. God continues to provide the resources and strength to face the complexity of each day with joy and total surrender to God’s perfect plan. We are extremely grateful for the recovery of four SFCS staff who contracted COVID-19 and recovered after hospitalization
and quarantine.

CYC Unathi, Denise and Keabetsoe (SFCS Director)
Denise and Unathi: A divine relationship (Names changed for privacy)
It is a humble blessing to be a part of God’s amazing work of healing broken lives. Keabetsoe Sekoboto, our director
for Setshabelo Family and Child Services found herself in the middle of just such a story. The provincial manager of
the Department of Social Development [Free State] requested her to intervene in a very challenging case.
Denise is a 12-year-old girl from Philippolis [a small town in the Free State] who needed Setshabelo’s specialized care
and assistance. She was diagnosed with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome [FAS] at a young age. In her young life she had already witnessed the violent killing of her mother, her father died in prison, her grandfather committed suicide and her
beloved grandmother died of cancer. Denise is left with her 14-year-old brother who has fallen into all the bad behaviors one might expect for a child who has witnessed such trauma.
Shelters in and around Philippolis failed to assist Denise. Schools and health care facilities also did not offer her much
help. But God was at work for Denise. She met Unathi, a Child and Youth Care Worker [CYC] for an organization in
Philippolis. Unathi had learned about Denise’s story and took a personal interest in Denise’s case. Meanwhile,
Nthabiseng, a social worker from the Department of Social Development, was assigned Denise’s case. Amazingly,
Nthabiseng had done her social work internship at Setshabelo! And when she found out that, even the provincial manager asked that Setshabelo’s Child and Youth Care Centre (CYCC) be the temporary place of safety for the child, she
was elated. Working together, the Setshabelo staff and Nthabiseng have been able to set up Denise with a psychiatrist
whom she sees weekly. The psychiatrist has put her on a program for a month to assess her behavior.
Continued...
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MISSIONS—continued
But God wasn’t done yet. Unathi chose to leave her own 4 and 9-year-old children with her mother so she can stay
with Denise and be a helping hand in her healing process. Denise does not speak Sesotho; she speaks Afrikaans, so
Unathi works as an interpreter for the staff and other people who interact with Denise at our CYCC. Furthermore,
Unathi, having observed Denise’s behavior over time helps the staff at the shelter better understand and care for Denise.
When asked why she left her home and her children to be with Denise in a place foreign to both, with tears in her
eyes, an emotional Unathi responds, “As a mother I saw that Denise needed a parent. The system had failed her. Her
other family had failed her, too. She was a girl child, alone in the world. As a mother I had to stand up and be there
for her. Through her night terrors and her moments of anger and heartache I am there for her.”
Through the work of SFCS, Denise has been admitted to a special education school in Bloemfontein [she will attend
once she has been cleared by the psychiatrist] and is going to her sessions with the psychiatrist as recommended.
Unathi says the team at Setshabelo has welcomed them with warm and open arms. “They are a team that adapts
quickly to change and learn a child’s behavior very fast. It has been amazing being here and we truly appreciate
SFCS.” Denise’s brother has refused assistance, but Setshabelo is still trying to get him to come be with his sister.
Maybe God is working on another plan for him!

Your continued prayers and financial support have helped our shared efforts to place orphaned and vulnerable children in loving families. Below are some ways you may continue supporting Setshabelo Family and Child Services:
Prayer
Please continue to pray for the staff at SFCS. Daily they answer God’s call to enter dangerous places and handle delicate matters for the sake of orphans and vulnerable children. Let us ask God to give them wisdom, protection and
refreshment daily.
Let’s also pray for a lifting of the violent assaults being visited upon women in the entire country of South Africa and
especially in Botshabelo. Women and girls are being raped and killed just because of their gender. COVID-19 has
sequestered families in ways that frustrate already existing social and financial tensions. God can change the heart of
abusers and heal the wounds of abuse, as we pray.
Purse
We can’t thank you enough for your ongoing support through Partner in Ministry (PIM) shares and regular giving to
the SFCS project. Your funds provide salary for staff, subsidies for adoptions and food for families who lack resources due to COVID-19. If you have made a pledge to be a Partner In Ministry thank you for keeping your pledge
in these uncertain times. If you have not made a pledge but continue to give to the ministry would you consider turning your giving into an actual pledge so we can budget for your giving for the next fiscal year.
Some of you give directly to support my position as RCA Mission Liaison to the SFCS project. I want you to know I
am completely committed to the staff, mission and work. I communicate with our partners in South Africa regularly
gleaning stories and sharing words of encouragement. I am grateful for your investment in me.
Presence
Unfortunately, we will not be traveling to South Africa again in 2020 due to COVID-19. We are not sure what international travel will look like post COVID but we trust God will make a way for us to continue to visit with our partners again soon. Meanwhile, I would like to visit with you and your mission team via Zoom and/or perhaps even in
person as things open up. It would be my joy to strengthen our partnership in mission for God’s glory and for the
good of over 40,000 orphaned and vulnerable children in Botshabelo, South Africa.
Denise Kingdom Grier
RCA Mission Liaison to the SFCS Project
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MISSIONS—continued
Preparing Bag Lunches for SHIP on September 28

Barb R. and Bernice filled brown bags with sandwiches, desserts, and treats that
Sonya, Evelyn, Peggy, and Barb P. assembled.

Donated food, cleaning supplies, and paper supplies were delivered to
the Montgomery Food Pantry. Six trips were made to the pantry.

Montgomery Township’s First Habitat for Humanity Home
BRC's association with Habitat for Humanity goes back many years. We have supported the non-profit organization financially and have donated our building skills to help create new homes. Some of our women
have taken part in Women Build events. It was an all-female volunteer construction crew that gathered at
Habitat's newest home site on Willow Road in October to begin construction on a home for Cicely Caldwell and her children. The completion date is expected to be June, 2021. As Cicely said in the November
issue of The Montgomery News, she is “grateful, grateful, grateful” to be “around these women and to be a
part of building our home.”

Mayor Sadaf Jaffer with Cicely Caldwell
and her family.

The Caldwell Family
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MISSIONS—continued
Missions Donations 2020
January -

Heifer International
$3,440.00
(Sinterklaas sales at Living Gift Market)
Global Mission/RCA
1,675.00
Setshabelo Family and Child Services
Botshabelo, South Africa
February Crawford House at Daytop, NJ
500.00
Bentley Community Services
500.00
May Montgomery EMS
500.00
Rocky Hill resident (Covid related)
100.00
Montgomery Twp. resident (Covid related) 100.00
July Fill-the-Gap (local food group)
100.00
Montgomery Food Pantry
400.00
Samaritans' Homeless Interim Program
400.00
October Rotary- Backpacks and hand sanitizer
500.00
ordered from Amazon for distribution to
Montgomery students
CWS/CROP Walk (¼ of total divided b/w 1,835.00
SHIP and Somerset County Food Bank)
November - Raritan Valley Habitat for Humanity
500.00
Samaritans' Homeless Interim Program
600.00
Montgomery Township Food Pantry
600.00
Food Bank Network of Somerset County
600.00
________
Total –
$12,350.00
The above funds were from our endowment and designated for mission, as well as donated by friends of
the church or by congregants.

In addition to monetary giving, many in our congregation helped to prepare lunches for SHIP on four of
the five Tuesdays of the year. Between August and November others donated most-needed items for families in need during this time of Corona 19. Six different trips were made to the Montgomery Food Bank
with these donations and one trip directly to SHIP headquarters in Somerville. Thank you all for sharing
abundantly and for working hard for others. – II Corinthians 9:8

Subscribe for the New Global Mission Newsletter
Hear stories of how God is using your support to carry out God’s mission around the world. Subscribe to
receive a quarterly newsletter by mail with stories of mission, updates, and ways to pray for missionaries.
Since we will no longer be receiving the RCA Today Mission-of-the-Month bulletin in our worship bulletins when we return
to indoor worship, the RCA Global Mission is offering a new format for us to keep up with the mission work around the
world. It is a Global Mission-centric newsletter that hit the church's mailbox this fall and will be published quarterly. A winter
issue should be out soon. You can sign up to receive your own copy through the simple form at www.rca.org/subscribe. It
will come to your mailbox rather than your computer's inbox.
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We commit our gifts to PROCLAMATION spreading the good news
of salvation in Jesus Christ.

We may not have our traditional Sinterklaas this year, but we have some traditional Sinterklaas products to
boost your Christmas spirit – soup, apple cake, honey, and crafts. Like most things in our lives these days,
how we go about these sales will be different. Please read the instructions carefully so you can get the
products you want.
We will not have as many soups, cakes, or crafts as usual this year, and orders will be first come, first
served while supplies last.
1. Ordering – The first step is to order the products you wish. You are not paying until pickup.
a. Order products between December 1-10 on the BRC website.
b. Click the button on the BRC Home page to access the order page.
c. Select the products you wish to order.
d. Type your name, email address, and phone number on the form provided.
e. Note the amount that will be due at pickup.
f. Click the Submit button to place your order.
g. You will receive a confirmation if your order has been reserved.
2. Picking Up and Paying
a. Pickup day is Saturday, December 12 from 10am to Noon.
b. Payment is due at pickup. Cash or check only.
c. Drive to Cook Hall, wear a mask, and remain in your car.
d. Call (609) 558-4471 or (609) 731-6701, and tell us your name and the color/brand of your vehicle.
e. Someone will bring your order to the car and accept your payment.
Thanks for helping us keep this tradition alive despite the pandemic. We will give 20% of our profits to a
charity and the rest will support the church.
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PROCLAMATION—continued

Alternate Sinterklaas Product Preview
Soups - frozen
Chicken Noodle
Turkey Vegetable
Butternut Squash Mascarpone – Sinterklaas recipe
Split Pea
Cabbage/Sauerkraut

Chili, Chicken and Turkey
Manhattan Clam
Vegetable Beef
Vegan Butternut Squash

Dutch Apple Cake - by pre-order, freshly baked
Christmas Crafts - Quilts and Hangings

Another Tradition Kept Alive
See your opportunity to purchase an alternative gift again this year
from the Living Gift Market of Heifer International. See page six in
this issue.
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PROPERTIES
Work Day—Weeds, Weeds, Weeds!

Knee deep in weeds

Keith Sickafoose is busy
cleaning the edges.

Barb Pavlicek pulls weeds
near the rosebush.

Joe Pavlicek shoulder deep
in weeds

Dave Cochran digs weeds
in the “rose garden.” Alan
Taback waits to do his part.

Cheryl Miller takes a moment to fix
her equipment.

Alan Taback goes back
for another load.

Bala Krishnan smooths
out the beds.

Jean Beachell and Alan Taback
empty a load of weeds.

Peggy Querec digs
deep for roots.

continued on
next page
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PROPERTIES—continued

End of the work day. Weeds begone. A job well done!

Brave plumber, Geno Keller, under the school
house searching for the cause of crashed heating system.

Don and Ethel cold patched sections of the driveway.

Found it! A small hole in corroded copper pipe piece
caused the crash.

Henry, the locksmith, replaces the lock
on the door of Cook Hall.
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PROPERTIES—continued
Helpful Men Who Share Their Time and Talents

Gary Eversen, Eric Perkins, and Chris
Smith, displaying a piece of rotted step
replaced on the BVS fire escape stairs.

Geno Keller stopped in. Here we have
four members of the BRC softball team!

Alan Querec repairs sheetrock in
the sanctuary.

Properties and Steeple Task Force Update
Gracie Johnson, Co-chair, Properties

Between Covid and the weather and restrictions on timing for bat removal, the task force is not where we
would like to be at this point, but we assure you we are working with contractors. Hopefully we will see
outward signs of progress come spring.
In the meantime, we have been busy with many tasks around the property. The lower, coded, door lock
in Cook Hall has been replaced...with the same code. A Cook Hall thermostat was replaced. Reed Chapman repaired a window sill in the library and replaced the storm window glass. A motion-activated light
was installed in the elevator. Water had eaten through a copper pipe in the BVS heating system. Unfortunately it was in the narrow crawl space under the school. Geno Keller managed to crawl in and cut and
solder in a new piece. Rotted steps on the BVS fire escape have been replaced by Gary Eversen and
Chris Smith. Reed has also been helping us try to keep up with repairing woodpecker holes in the
church. Alan Querec repaired the sheetrock under the east balcony of the church.
We had great work days on September 11 and 12. A big turnout did a number on the weeds and mulching the gardens. Thank you! Hopefully we'll get at least as good a turnout on Saturday, December 12,
from 9am-1pm as we rake and collect leaves with the help of our Scout Troop.
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OFFICE HOURS

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

Mon., Wed., Thurs.
8:00am -1:00pm
Tues—12:00pm-2:00pm
Fri—11:00am—12:30pm

The Blawenburg Beacon
is a publication of

Blawenburg
Reformed Church
424 Route 518
Skillman, NJ 08558

We’re not certain about Pastor Jeff, but Winnie sure
looks like a ladybug!

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 266
Blawenburg, NJ 08504

609.466.1832
Pastor
Rev. Jeff Knol
VP of Consistory
Joe Pavlicek
Administrative Assistant
& Beacon Publisher
Barb Reid

Jamie, with her ladybug and
princess.

Beacon Editor
Barb Pavlicek

Weekly Events

December
2 Barb Antoniewicz
9 Kathryn Tel
14 David Blauw
23 TJ Van Liew
25 Melody Benbow
Christine Corio
26 Theodore Tel
28 Morgan Van Liew
29 Emma Murphy
31 Barb Pavlicek
January
8 Brian Van Liew
9 Jim Eberly
Alan Taback
17 Linnea Eberly
Katherine Smith
20 Hilde Cavanaugh
25 Jim Beachell
27 Charlotte Malpeso
29 Catherine Murphy
31 Tat Hardesty
Hilde Lewis
February
2 Elaine Zeltner
6 Sonya Hunt
10 Lisa White
11 Emma Tufano
22 Keith Sickafoose
28 Elmi Hill
Barb Reid
Martin Tel

Weekdays
Homeward Bound 5:30pm
Tuesday
Bible Study 10:00am
Saturday
AA 8:00pm
Sunday
Worship 9:30am

Winnie is greeted by a witch (Evelyn
Cochran) and someone even scarier!
(Dave)
Like us on facebook to
view more news and
events!

