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Worship for Sunday, November 29, 2020 

Led by Rev. Jeff Knol 

Music by Katie Connolly and GRC Praise Team 
 

OUR APPROACH TO GOD 
 

Words of Welcome 
 

Call to Worship – The Lighting of the Advent Candle                                                             

Frances Slade and Rainer Muser 

 

On this first Sunday of Advent, as we light the candle of hope we celebrate 

the hopes that God has fulfilled. God’s people had hoped for a Savior, who 

would guide them to righteousness and rescue them from sin and evil. Christ 

Jesus was born to fulfil these great hopes.  

 

As we light this candle, we also recognize the hopes we cherish in our 

longing hearts. We light this candle, asking God to help us hold fast to the 

hope that Christ will return to bring the completion of God’s plans for us and 

for all creation. 
 

The Candle of Hope is Lit  
  
Prayer: 
  

Dear God, we praise you for your Son, Jesus Christ. 

He is Emmanuel, the hope of all peoples; 

He is our savior, the source of peace that passes understanding;  

He is our friend, whose presence fills our hearts with joy; 

He is our shepherd, guiding us according to your unfailing love.   
 

Bless us and the lighting of our advent candle. 
 

May the light that shines forth from this wreath illumine our way as we 

journey towards Christmas; may the light that shines forth from this candle 

illumine our lives as we wait in hope for the birth of the Christ Child. 
 

We ask this through Christ who is the Light of the World. Amen.  
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Hymn: Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 
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Prayer of Confession 
 

Dear God, we praise you for sending Your Light into this world. We 

confess that we live as though the Light had come to defeat the darkness 

of sin and evil. We confess that we ignore the Savior you sent to dwell 

with us. We have kept His birth confined to the Christmas season. We 

do not yearn each day for his Light to return. Forgive us for not 

opening our eyes, ears, or our hearts to fully receive His hope, peace, 

joy, and love. Prepare us for Jesus’ second advent. Help us rejoice in 

Your Light so that your grace can illuminate the darkened places of our 

hearts and our world… Time of Silent Confession  

 

Words of Assurance: Inspired by Psalm 139:11-12, Isaiah 60:1  
 

Hear the good news of the psalmist’s proclamation: If I say, “Surely the 

darkness will overwhelm me, and the light around me will be as 

night.” Even the darkness is not dark to you O God, and the night is as bright 

as the day. The God who promised never to leave us nor forsake us has 

come to us in Jesus Christ who binds up our broken hearts, heals us of our 

infirmities, and relieves us of the burden of our sins. People of God, be 

assured, in Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. Arise and shine; our light has 

come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. Amen.   

 

Seasonal Response: Just As I Am 
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THE WORD OF GOD 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 

Scripture and Sermon: Mark 13:24-37  

 

Hymn: Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 
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OUR RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

Announcements, Celebrations, and Prayer Requests 
 

Our Offerings to God 
 

Please mail your financial offerings to church 
 

Blawenburg Reformed Church at PO Box 266 Blawenburg, NJ 08504 

Griggstown Reformed Church at 1065 Canal Rd. Princeton, NJ 08540 

 

Seasonal Song of Praise: In the Bleak Midwinter (verse 4) 
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Prayer of Dedication: Inspired by John 1: 6-8, 19-28 
 

Dear God, in this season of Advent, we pray that you would use us, as 

you used your Servant John the Baptist. He came to prepare Jesus’ way. 

He came to prepare people’s hearts. So use us, and our gifts, to prepare 

the way for the return of our Savior and the fulfillment of your plans. 

As John came for testimony, to declare to the dawning light of salvation, 

so that all might believe; send us as well to share our testimony. Let us 

be your voice crying out in the wilderness of doubt, despair, and 

unbelief. Let our whole lives, and the gifts we offer this day, be a witness 

to your saving light. Amen.  

 

Advent Profession of Faith - Adapted from the Belgic Confession, Article 18 & 26 

What do we profess to believe concerning the coming of Christ Jesus?  

We confess that God fulfilled the promise made, by the mouth of the holy prophets, 

when God sent the only and eternal Son of God into the world at the time appointed.  

We believe that we have no access to God except through the one and only Mediator 

and Intercessor, Jesus Christ the righteous, who was made human, uniting together 

the divine and human natures, so that we human beings might have access to the 

divine Majesty. But this Mediator, whom the Father has appointed, ought not 

terrify us by his greatness. For neither in heaven nor among the creatures of earth is 

there anyone who loves us more than Jesus Christ. 

Although he was in the form of God, Christ nevertheless emptied himself, taking 

human form and the form of a slave for us, and he made himself like his brothers 

and sisters in every respect. In this way, Christ is truly our Immanuel, that is, God 

with us. 

 

Congregational Prayers and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 

debtors. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 

is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
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Hymn: It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 

Closing Benedictions - God Be With You - GRC Praise Team 
 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
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Today’s Music 
 

 

Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

Text: Georg Weissel, 1642 Trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1855 

Music: Thomas Williams, 1789 Harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872) 

 

Just As I Am 

Text: Charlotte Elliott 

Music: William B. Bradbury 

 

Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending 

Text: Charles Wesley and Martin Madan; based on John Cennick 

Music: Henry T. Smart 

 

In the Bleak Midwinter 

Text: Christina Rossetti, c. 1872; alt. 

Music: Gustav Theodore Holst, 1906 

                                                                                                           

It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

Text: Edmund H. Sears 

Music: Richard S. Willis 
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